
Two situations where Avraham was asked to give up a son, and in both, the son nearly 
dies.  However, in some ways the two situations seem to be foils for each other.  Some of 
these similarities have been noted by other authors. 
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Avraham loads supplies 
on the shoulder�
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Opposites – above and 
below the woods�
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Opposites – Avraham 
close and obviously 
watching the death and 
Hagar far away, not 
watching.  Also, 
Avraham uses a knife 
(close range) and Hagar 
is at the distance of an 
arrow (long range).�
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Very similar – note 
difference in name of 
God�
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These are extremely 
parallel!!�
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