
These stories seem to be a mirror image, with certain similarities, but certain opposites: 
Avraham Bilam and Balak 
Avraham sees the people from the hills on 
the west side above the Jordan River 
Valley and Dead Sea 

Bilam sees the people from the hills on the 
east side above the Jordan River Valley 
and Dead Sea. 

The people (Sdom) are on the Southwest 
side of the Dead Sea 

The people (B’nei Yisrael) are on the 
Northeast side of the dead sea 

Avraham looks down at Lot (living in 
Sdom at the time) 

The descendant of Lot (Balak) looks down 
on the descendant of Avraham (B’nei 
Yisrael) 

Tries to stop angels from carrying out 
destruction 

Stopped by angel from performing a curse 

Tries to save a corrupt people Tries to destroy the people of God 
Avraham repeatedly tries to dissuade the 
angels/God  

Bilam/Balak repeatedly tries to curse B’nei 
Yisrael 
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Avraham’s last view of Sdom leaves him 
speechless (Bereishit 19:27-28)


Bilam’s last view of B’nei Yisrael fills him 
with divine poetry (Bamidbar 24:1-9)


The story ends with the indiscretion of the 
mother of Moav  

The story ends with the indiscretion of the 
daughters of Moav 

 
 
The Mishna in 2�:� *���
*3�� states: 
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Looking at the two stories, one of the main motifs that expresses itself I think can be applied to 
the Mishna’s contrast of the 	��2
,�� of Avraham and the 	��
,�� of Bilaam.   
 
Sight in the stories can be seen on several levels: 
Sight As Literally Seeing 

• Avraham’s defense of ��� ��  begins when he is standing with the angels overlooking the 
city – where he can see it well (	��2
,��).   

• Avraham views the destruction in what might be described as a mournful silence (
,��
	��2). 

• In the destruction of ��� ��  the crowd around Lot’s house is blinded (	��
,��). 
• Lot’s wife is turned to a pillar of salt for looking behind her (	��
,��).    
• Bilaam initially goes to places where he can only see B’nei Yisrael poorly (	��
,��):  
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Sight as seeing angels 

• Avraham sees the angels and runs to greet them (	��2
,��): 
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• Bilaam can’t see the angel while even his donkey can (	��
,��). 
 
Sight as seeing the intent of God: 

• God feels the need to show Avraham his intent(	��2
,��): 
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• God hides his intent from Bilaam (	��
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• Avraham tries to see the good in the ��� �� , most evil place in the world (	��2
,��): 
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• Bilaam tries to see the evil in the people of God (	��
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Other references to sight within the story of Bilaam: 
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