
In both of these stories the seller is selling something of eternal value (a child and 
bechora) for something of temporal value.  In one story the older is selling to the younger, 
and in the other the younger is selling to the older.  Lavan switching the daughters at the 
wedding parallels the struggle for birth order during the birth of Yaakov and Esau. 
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Coming from the field�
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Sarcastic, rhetorical 
question�
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Selling something of 
eternal value for 
something of temporal 
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