Telugu

Telugu is an official language of the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, and is also
spoken by significant communities in Bahrain and Fiji.

It is written using an abugida system similar to the Devanagari script used for Hindi.
The basic form of each consonant indicates that the consonant is followed by a neutral

vowel or schwa, /o/. The consonant is written differently when followed by a
different vowel or by no vowel.

The basic consonants are:

X

ka/  0C15 2 /kho/ 0C16 3 e/ 0C17
V .
oD /gho/ 0CIS & g/ 0C19 3 i/ 0CIA
% /fho/ OCIB & Jdza/ 0CIC 8O /dzho/ 0CID
X Jpo/  OCIE ¢) o/ OCIF ®  jho/ 0C20
& e/ oc21 & Jdho/ 0C22 € e/ 0C23
S o/ 0024 ®  stho/ 0C25 Qo 0C26
& Jdho/ 0C27 O /na/  0C28 D /pal  0C2A
(V4
®  /pho/ 0C2B 2 b/ 0C2C &5 /bho/ 0C2D
oD /mo/ O0C2E a0 oy  0C2F O oy 0C30
QO oy 0C32 S ol 0C35 S N/ 033
& o/ 0C36 Q  Jeo/  0C37 Q  Jso/  0C38
(V4
JT°  /hol  0C39
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The basic vowels — the forms used when a vowel stands alone — are:

fa/

i/

ri/

ley/

8”8/“3(.{3'\@

/o

0CO05

0C08

0C0B

0COF

0CI13

S Jay
&
e0° /riy
Q  /aj/
& Jaw/

0C06

0C09

0C60

0C10

0C14

e & g ©

/i/

/uy/

le/

/o/

0C07

0COA

0COE

0C12

A standard syllable consisting of a consonant followed by a vowel is written by
combining a consonant with a vowel marker. Unicode has separate characters for the
vowel markers; these are always entered after the consonant. The Unicode values

shown are those of the combining forms. So for instance, the combinations of /ko/
followed by a vowel sound are:

S
& ki
& ikrif
S ke
§ oy

none

0C40

0C43

0C47

0C4B

S
S

/kay/

/ku/

&y /kriv

S

a_

Shi

/kaj/

/kaw/

0C3E

0C41

0C44

0C48

0C4C

(mmjqumo

/ki/

/kuy/

/ke/

/ko/

/k/

0C3F

0C42

0C46

0C4A

0C4D

The last symbol shown represents the consonant sound without any vowel. The mark

above the consonant indicating this is known as a halant.
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