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African Conservation and/or Community Conservation:

Byers, B. (2000). Understanding and influencing behaviors:  A guide.  Biodiversity Support Program, Washington D.C.: World Wildlife Fund.

Byers, Bruce A. (1996). Understanding and influencing behaviors in conservation and natural resources management. African Biodiversity Series, No. 4. Washington, DC: Westend Press.

These two documents give clear reviews of what factors influence people’s conservation behaviors and how to approach environmental education depending on where constituents are on an “awareness scale”.   They are specifically geared towards conservation education projects in the developing world, and are a good place to start if you are trying to think of what you need to think of before starting such an undertaking.

Europa Regional Surveys of the World [ERSW]. (2004). Africa south of the Sahara 2004. London: Europa Publications, Ltd.
An incredible source of all kinds of information about every African country, released every year, so the information is much more current than you get from many other sources.  It is similar to the information you can get from the CIA website but, if you go there, well, then the CIA knows about you.

Hulme, D. & Murphree, M. (eds) (2001). African wildlife and livelihoods: The promise and performance of community conservation. Kampala, Uganda: Fountain Publishers.
This is a very important book for anyone interested in African conservation issues.  It begins with some general essays regarding community conservation (nature conservation paired with rural economic development involving local communities) and also includes case studies from Mozambique, Namibia, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zimbabwe to explore the effectiveness of CC efforts in these countries.  It helped broaden my perspective on the “gates and guns” style of wildlife protection, showing the importance of involving the locals in order for any conservation efforts to be successful.  It also takes a very critical look at the low-levels of economic assistance African countries receive from the international community by measuring the money received against the money lost through limiting resource use.

Jepson, P. & Canney, S. (2003) Values-led conservation. Global Ecology & Biogeography, 12: 271-274.
An interesting article from two people who feel that the current trend towards community conservation in the developing world is a “selling out” of traditional conservation values.

Kabubo-Mariara, J. (June 2003). Rural poverty, property rights and environmental resource management: some insights from Kenya. AJEAM-RAGEE, 6, 1-15.
This article focuses on economic and policy factors limiting pro-environment behaviors on the parts of villagers in rural Kenya.  The author specifically emphasizes that with no land-tenure rights, there is little incentive for people to engage in practices that will ensure the long-term sustainability of the land that may be taken out from under them at any time.  She also links these factors to poverty and poverty reduction.

Mann, S. (2002). Murchison Falls Conservation Area (2nd ed). Bath, UK: Devenish & Co.
This is a small guidebook to Murchison Falls Conservation Area.  It has some good background information on the geology and human history of the area, and some general information about the ecology and environment.  There is little detailed information about it, however, of the wildlife, lodging options, or current conservation efforts in the park.

Mugisha, A. (May 2002). Evaluation of community-based conservation approaches: Management of protected areas in Uganda. Dissertation presented to University of Florida.

This was a very useful document for my project.  Arthur Mugisha was the director of Uganda Wildlife Authority at the time of my arrival in Uganda, and his close review of the successes and failures of community conservation throughout the Ugandan park system was well researched, well written and helped frame the issues that I was here to examine.

National Environment Action Plan Secretariat. (1992). Draft topic paper on terrestrial biodiversity: Forestry, animal wildlife and agriculture. [Data file]. 

National Environment Management Authority, Uganda. (1997). National non-formal environmental education and community training strategy. [Data file]. 
National Environment Management Authority, Uganda. (2000). State of the environment report for Uganda, 2000/2001. [Data file]. 

All three articles, and others about the environment in Uganda, available from National Environment Management Authority website, http://www.nemaug.org. 
The NEMA website has these reports and others delineating the state of the environment in Uganda as well as many of the environmental laws and policies that were put in place in the last ten years.  It is a very useful site, although it would be nice to have more recent reports.

Spinage, C. (Oct 1998) Social change and conservation misrepresentation in Africa. Oryx 32(4), 265-276.
This article speaks in defense of traditional, protectionist methods of wildlife conservation in Africa.

Stem, C; Lassoie, J.; Lee, D.; Deshler, D. & Schelhas, J. (2003).  Community participation in ecotourism benefits: The link to conservation practices and perspectives. Society and Natural Resources, 16, 387-413.

An interesting article on some research done in Costa Rica on what really causes people to change conservation attitudes and behaviors.

Uganda Wildlife Authority (2003). Protected areas in Uganda: Benefits beyond boundaries. Kampala, Uganda: Acha Graphics.
This is a small (112-page) booklet produced by the Uganda Wildlife Authority in preparation for the World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa in September of 2003.  It is a very good overview of the changing park management philosophies over the past two decades, and also gives some good case study examples of the benefits that have accrued to boundary communities with the new, more inclusive approach to wildlife conservation.  It basically supports the notion that conservation cannot be effective without the cooperation of the local communities, and that cooperation can not be gained unless those communities are seeing some of the benefits of the presence of the park.  It also addresses some of the cross-boundary initiatives, which is significant since six out of ten of Uganda’s national parks are situated on international borders. 

Weber, B. & Vedder, A. (2001). In the Kingdom of Gorillas. New York: Simon & Schuster.

One of the most interesting books I have ever read.  Not only is it a great source of information about endangered mountain gorillas and their habitat, but it tells of some of the earliest efforts to involve communities in conservation, and also gives one of the clearest accounts I have read on the origins of the genocide in Rwanda.  Beware, though, if you are someone who has idolized Dian Fossey, you might be a bit shocked to read of her dark side and her mental deterioration over the years.

Yaa, N., Souleymane Z., Deo-Gratias M., Bonnehin, L. (2000). Principles in practice:  Staff observations of conservation projects in Africa. Washington, D.C.: Biodiversity Support Program
This is an excellent report, compiled by staff members actually working on conservation projects in Africa.  They come up with a useful list of what works and what doesn’t work with the rare authenticity of the voice of people who are on the ground trying to implement the projects.

Wildlife and Tracking:

Elbroch, M. (2003). Mammal tracks & sign: A guide to North American species. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books.
What can I say?  This admittedly large tome is the new bible for trackers in North America.  Elbroch gives due credit to Olaus Murie in his own development as a tracker, but this resource goes way beyond what is offered in that classic Peterson’s Guide.  Elbroch has tracked the far reaches of the world, and is one of the very few individuals to have achieved Master Tracker status in the new rating and training scheme created by Louis Liebenberg in South Africa.  The different signs are grouped by category rather than animal, which is helpful when you do not know what animal produced the sign you are observing.  This book is indispensable for anyone interested in tracking in North America.

Estes, R. (1991). The Behavior Guide to African Mammals. Berkeley, CA:  The University of California Press.
The best guide to the behavior of African mammals.  Estes is a wildlife biologist, and this guide is oriented towards people wanting an in-depth account of behavior, both on a family and a species level.  He also produced The Safari Companion for lay-people wanting less-detailed information.

Ingles, L. (1965). Mammals of the Pacific states: California, Oregon, Washington. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.

There is some useful taxonomic information in this book, and some good background information on different mammal families, but much of the information is actually too outdated to be useful.  If you are interested in the mammals of these states, most of them are covered more accurately and in more detail in Chris Maser’s Mammals of the Pacific Northwest: From the Coast to the High Cascades.

Johnson, R. & Cassidy, K. (1997). Terrestrial mammals of Washington State location data and predicted distributions: Washington State Gap Analysis Project final report – volume 3. Seattle, WA: Washington Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit.
Scientific document with maps showing prevalence and status of each mammal species found in Washington State by county and, sometimes, by habitat type.  Not light reading for your Saturday morning coffee, but useful if you are trying to find out which type of mole you just found in your basement and aren’t sure what species are living in your area.

Liebenberg, L. (1990) The art of tracking: The origin of science. South Africa:  David Philip Publishers (Pty) Ltd.
This is an important and well-researched text on the scientific aspects of animal tracking.     

Liebenberg, the author, presents the idea that the scientific process developed out of animal tracking, and that stages in the evolution of the human brain can be tied into levels of tracking.  Liebenberg divides animal tracking into three levels:  Simple tracking, systematic tracking and speculative tracking.  Simple tracking is the most basic level of identifying and following clear prints in snow or sand until one finds the animal being hunted.  Systematic tracking increases a level in complexity and involves piecing together all the available clues, such as chew marks, scratch posts, scat and other sign to decipher the location of the animal.  Speculative tracking is the highest level of tracking, which involved using all of the accumulated knowledge of that animal to make a prediction about where it will be found without needing to follow actual tracks or sign.  This is the origin of the scientific process, where the tracker makes a hypothesis about where the animal will be found, gathers data (is it there or not), evaluates the hypothesis based on the data, puts forth another hypothesis, and then starts the process over again.

One very interesting postulation Liebenberg makes is that the levels of tracking may have led to the demise of the Neanderthals.  He says it is likely that the Neanderthal brain was not developed enough to make the predictions required of speculative tracking or even the synthesis required of systematic tracking.  “S/S tracking involves the tracker creating imaginative reconstructions of what the animal was doing, and then making novel predictions in unique circumstances.” This would have limited them to simple tracking when following animals.  This would have been fine in northern Europe as long as the temperature stayed cold enough to keep snow on the ground for most of the year.  However, there was a thermal maximum between 42,000 and 40,000 B.P., which would have shortened the length of time when simple tracking would be effective.  Meanwhile, later-stage hominids were evolving in the savannas of Africa, requiring more advanced tracking skills.  As they expanded north, and the warming trend shortened the long winters of Europe, the Neanderthals would have been out-competed due to their inability to advance to systematic or speculative tracking.

Maser, C. (1998). Mammals of the Pacific Northwest: From the coast to the high Cascades. Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press.

This is a great source of information about habits and habitats of many of the mammals found in the Pacific Northwest.  Very readable style, with up-to-date information.  Chris Maser is a biologist who has written many Forest Service reports on northwest fauna, so is a very credible source and draws much on his own field experience in this book. 
Rezendes, P. (1999). Tracking and the art of seeing: How to read animal tracks and sign. 2nd Ed. New York: HarperCollins.

I found this to be an excellent companion volume to Mark Elbroch’s Mammal Tracks & Sign: A Guide to North American Species.  This book would be particularly useful for trackers in the eastern U.S.  It doesn’t go into quite the same level of detail as Elbroch’s book, nor does it cover as many species, but it is grouped by animal rather than category of sign.  Once you have used Elbroch’s book to determine what animal you are following, this book allows you to read all about that animal in one place.  There are also excellent photos in this book.  Rezendes also has a very unique perspective on the natural world stemming from his history as a one-time leader of a motorcycle gang, leading to becoming a yoga instructor, tracker and photographer after a stint in prison.  I highly recommend his book The Wild Within, which explores the idea of tracking the Self.  
Walker, C. (1996). Signs of the Wild: A Field Guide to the Spoor & Signs of the Mammals of Southern Africa. (5th Edition). Cape Town, South Africa:  Struik Publishers Ltd.

This guide mostly focuses on the animals found in South Africa, but covers many of the species found throughout Africa south of the Sahara.

