Ramapo Ridge Middle School

7th Grade Writing Assessment – The Cloisters

Task Folder

Student Name___________________________________________________________



Date:  ___________________
Language Arts Teacher:  _________________________
In this writing task you will be expected to show how well you can write.  For this exercise you are asked to complete the writing task below.  Your writing will be read and scored by your teachers and counted as a regular writing grade in your Language Arts class.  

You will have forty-five minutes to complete your work.  Take a few minutes to think about the task and to plan what you want to say before you begin to write. You should use the "Writer's Checklist" as well as the "Pre-Writing/Planning Space" located on the second and third pages of this packet.  The pre-writing/ planning space is meant to help you plan your writing, but will not be read or graded.  All that will be read and graded will be what you write on the lined pages that follow.

Do your best to make your writing clear and well organized.  Keep in mind the purpose of your writing task.  You may use a pen or pencil and may either print or write your final copy.  You may not use a dictionary or any other reference materials during this assessment of your writing.  If you finish before time is called, you may go back over your writing using the "Writer's Checklist" to read critically and revise and edit what you have written. 
Writing Situation:
You have just visited the Cloisters, one of the finest examples of Medieval art and architecture in the United States. You have a friend who lives in San Francisco who is extremely interested in Medieval culture and has to compose a report about this unique place. Your friend has read many textbooks about the Cloisters, but would really love to hear your first-hand descriptions. Compose a letter to your friend describing three architectural elements or objects of art that you’ve viewed while visiting the Cloisters. Remember, good writing contains the following: an introduction, body, and conclusion.

(do not write below this line)

(for teacher use only)
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