Pc Essentials
A USB Wi-Fi Adaptor
You must enable wired equivalent privacy WEP if you don’t want the neighbours borrowing your bandwidth.
 

If you are running Windows 95 (rather than Windows 98/Me, Windows NT/2000/XP and you have formatted your hard drive then you need to update to the latest version by installing: 
Windows Socket Update - Kernel 32 
Dial-Up Networking 1.4 Upgrade (includes general networking fixes, not just dial-up support; also applies to Windows 98) 
Windows Socket 2 Update 
Microsoft DUN 1.3 and Winsock2 Year 2000 Update 
Driver Guide

 HYPERLINK "http://www.driverguide.com/"   (Its database contains new, old and out-of-date drivers which are often hard to find 
Membership to The Driver Guide is absolutely free Once you've registered on the site, you'll immediately be e-mailed access instructions. The e-mail will contain a login name and a password, which you use to access the Web site. Once you're there just following the steps to search for the drivers you need) *** It seems a lot of you out there have encountered problems with lost or 
faulty hardware drivers at some point. As you'll know drivers are the software programs that enable Windows to communicate with hardware devices like scanners, printers or graphics cards etc etc..*** 



DLL Library 
http://dll.yaroslavl.ru 
now this is a useful site. Although on very shaky ground legally, it provides a down loadable library of .dll files, these are libraries of computer code that programs need to operate, and Windows in particular. 
If a particular .dll becomes corrupted then you're probably on the first class train to Troubles Ville with your PC - programs might stop working or, worse, you'll get crashes and error messages relating to the particular .dll. The solution is simply to download a working version from this site and write over your damaged version. The result 



www.bootdisk.com 
Go here...watch the word wrap. Copy to a floppy, put floppy 
in a drive (floppy drive) and reboot 
http://www.mirrors.org/archived_software/www.bootdisk.com/xpfiles/ 



Finding drivers for your PC www.driverzone.com 



Motherboard Detector Bios Wizard 
A great program to get your BIOS string ID number and discover some other interesting things about your BIOS 
should provide information about your Motherboard including the Chipset. 



http://www.microsoft.com/technet/default.asp
 



 

 

 

Firewalls 
For greater security, run a "firewall" -- special software that actively works to protect you. You can run firewall software on your own computer. Not all firewalls are created equal (i.e., some firewalls are better than others)
»   AnalogX PortBlocker (free, port blocking only) 
 »   BlackICE Defender 
»   ConSeal PC Firewall (Recommended) 
»   eSafe Protect Desktop 
»   Internet Guard Dog 
»   Internet Firewall 98 For Personal Computers 
»   Internet Firewall 2000 For Personal Computers 
»   LockDown 2000 (trojan scanning 
»   McAfee.com Personal Firewall (MPF) (Recommended) 
»   NetWatcher 2000 
  
»   Norton Internet Security 
»   Norton Personal Firewall 
»   PC Viper 
»   PGP Desktop Security 
»   SOS Best Defense 
»   SPHINX Personal Firewall 
»   Sygate Personal Firewall (free for personal use) 
»   Tiny Personal Firewall (free for personal/home use; ICSA-certified technology; recommended) 
»   WinRoute Pro 
»   WRQ AtGuard 
»   ZoneAlarm (free; recommended for those on a budget) 
  

Content Filtering 
If you have children, be warned that there is a lot of dangerous and frightening material on the Internet.
»   Hardware 
»  SonicWALL + Content Filter List Subscription (Recommended) 
»   Software 
  
»  Cyber Patrol 
»  Cyber Sentinel 
»  Cyber Sitter 
»  Net Nanny 
»  SOS Kidproof 
Essentials Downloads 
Please also see under vulnerabilities and click on firewalls 
This page is regularly updated
GetRight

 HYPERLINK "http://www.getright.com/"  is a Download Manager program to help you download files from the Internet. It allows you to easily download files and recover (resume downloading) if errors occur--and has many other advanced features 



Winzip 



Trillian simplifies your chat as well as your desktop and system resources by letting you simultaneously connect with the five most popular chat clients on the Web: Yahoo Messenger, MSN Messenger, ICQ, mIRC, and AIM. 
Version 0.74 includes bug fixes and other minor enhancements 



Sygate Personal Firewall 5.0 
Protects against Trojans, spyware, worms and other known & unknown threats 
Prevents unauthorized or malicious applications from bypassing the firewall 
Enables even inexperienced users to easily customize and fine-tune security policies 
Provides best of breed evidence logs for intrusion analysis 
Easiest-to-use PC firewall and still free for personal/home use. 



Use a remote display system like VNCviewer 
It's distributed under a GNU 
Public License which means you can use it freely but not alter the software. 
It's very small and runs with limited bandwidth efficiently. In my opinion, 
it's the ultimate remote admin tool (fits in a floppy). Will let you see 
your wife's program and even control it when necessary. 
http://www.uk.research.att.com/vnc/ 


FTP
 

Believe it or not, browsing the web with Internet Explorer or Netscape is relatively new. It wasn't that long ago (ten to fifteen years) when the tools you would use on the internet (not the web) were email, gopher (a menu based browser), Archie (a file and directory locator) and FTP. 
The letters FTP stand for File Transfer Protocol, and that's exactly what FTP allows you to do - transfer files from place to place. In fact, FTP is by far the most efficient (the fastest) way to copy large files across the Internet. 
Today many people use a sophisticated FTP client to get files to and from their web sites. This has several advantages over the method commonly used by amateurs on free web sites. Many newbies who don't know any better use the gadgets provided by their free host to edit their sites. The problems with this are many and varied. 
First, the gadgets are not very impressive as editors. Most users who want to create a web site of any size and complexity will find themselves constrained horribly by these tools. Probably the only good thing about these editing tools is they give people a nice, easy way to start creating web sites without a huge learning curve. But take my word for it, you will outgrow them soon enough. 
In addition, a major problem is the editing is generally done directly on the host site. This means you do not have a back up of your site on your own hard drive. If your host decides to close your account, goes bankrupt or just plain is unavailable, you lose your site. If you ever want to have a frustrating experience, just try and call your host and ask them to restore your site from one of their backups! 
Other people use products such as Dream weaver or FrontPage, which include site-updating capabilities. These are often very convenient until they don't work or perform unexpected actions. For example, I spent several days trying to figure out why my CGI routines were not working, until I realized that FrontPage was uploading the files incorrectly. From that moment forward, I used an FTP package to upload my files. 
Most of the modern FTP clients are very simple to use. You just launch the program, enter some basic information (such as the site address, account name and password) and connect. Once connected, you can usually just drag and drop files from your own hard drive to the site. 
Precisely why is it a good idea to use an FTP client over, say, FrontPage (or Dream weaver) or direct editing on a hosts web site? 
FTP is fast and efficient - As it turns out, FTP is actually one of the most efficient ways to transfer large amounts of data on the entire Internet. Don't believe me? Try transferring a very large file; say a megabyte, using FTP. It really moves, doesn't it? 
By using FTP, you have an automatic backup - If you use FTP you will be editing your files locally on your own computer. As you make changes you will copy the files up to your host's computer. This means no matter what happens to your host, even if their computer is totally destroyed, you've got a copy of your site on your own disk. The reverse is also true - if your computer is trashed you can recover your site from your host's system. 
FTP gives you control - You can choose whether to transfer in binary (executables and compressed files) or ASCII (text files) as needed. This is an advantage over FrontPage, which does not give you the choice. This means you cannot use FrontPage to upload your site if you use, for example, CGI routines. 
Some good FTP projects include the following. 
AceFTP - http://www.visicommedia.com/aceftp/ 
This FTP client has the ability to do multiple tasks at the same time. This means you can start a long copy, look at the site and copy some smaller files all at the same time. 
AutoFTPPro - http://www.primasoft.com/32org/32ftpro.htm 
Has the ability to schedule transfers for selected times. The template feature allows you to create a pattern which can make future transfers much easier. 
CuteFTP - http://www.internet-tips.net/Products/cuteftp.html 
This is the product that I like to use. It is very easy to use, with a simple interface that allows drag and drop. 
KnoWare, Inc - http://www.knowareinc.com/ 
Several different FTP clients. FtpNetdrive maps an FTP site as a drive letter, which integrates it directly into your desktop. Internet Neighborhood adds the FTP site directly to your network neighbourhood. These are both very nice products. 
WebDrive - http://www.riverfrontsoftware.com/ 
WebDrive is a Windows 95/98/NT FTP software client that allows you to map an Internet FTP site to a local drive utilizing the standard FTP protocol. This enables you to connect to an FTP site and perform familiar file operations like copy, xcopy, and directory functions with the Windows explorer, a DOS box, or any other application like Microsoft Word, Excel, etc. WebDrive instantly FTP enables any application that reads or writes files by allowing the application to read files from or write files to the FTP site. 
WS_FTPPro - http://www.ipswitch.com/Products/WS_FTP/index.html 
Another very nice FTP client with scheduling, speed and integration into the browser. This allows you to enter ftp:// in the address bar of the browser to call up the program. 

 

What Is A Proxy ?
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I think http://www.multiproxy.org/ is what your after. They have a list of anonymous proxy servers and small 
proxy to run on your own computer to randomly connect anonymous proxy servers and a page to check the 
info you’re giving out. 
Any web site in the world can track your movements through its web pages and monitor your reading interests using your IP address which is a unique ID assigned to each computer on the Internet, just like your telephone number. Your visit can also be logged and used to gather in depth personal information about you. 
  
It is widely known that governments and official agencies publish websites on controversial topics for the sole purpose of monitoring and information gathering of interested parties. The information gathered along with your e-mail address, can be used to increase the number of advertisements targeted at you by Internet marketing companies. 
  
Using only your IP address and the information gathered about your operating system, a Web site could exploit security holes in your system using some common free hacking programs. Some of these programs may delete your hard drive, but other, more powerful ones, can get access to the content of your hard drive or install Trojan programs. Our anonymous proxy server prevents this by hiding your IP address so that no one can access your computer via the network. In most cases, however, proxies do inform the target server about the address of the computer that made the request, transmitting your IP address in different forms. 
  
An anonymous (real anonymous!) proxy server such as ours does not transfer the information about the IP address of the client, and thus completely hides the information about you and 
your surfing interests. Our anonymous proxy service can be used for all kinds of Web services, such as Web-Mail (MSN Hotmail, Yahoo mail), web-chat rooms, FTP archives, etc. You can get a more complete list of programs that can be used through our proxy service... 
If privacy is of any concern to you (and it should be if you are on the internet), then you should consider masking your TCP/IP address.  This is important if you are using a dialup connection, and it is absolutely essential if you are connected via DSL or cable modem. 
Your TCP/IP address identifies your machine to the Internet.  Web sites commonly store this address in their log files.  Most of the time the log files are deleted after a brief time, as they tend to get very large.  Some sites mine these log files and save the data for use later.  Still others may directly store the TCP/IP addresses in various reports and databases. 
Why is this a problem?  First, you can be identified by your TCP/IP address.  If you are surfing to sites you would rather not have announced to the world, you had better hide your TCP/IP address. 
Second, if someone has your TCP/IP address they can find your machine and attack it in various ways. If you don't have a good firewall set up, your system could be damaged or data could be stolen. 
In addition, some web sites have installed various security measures to prevent hacking. One story I read recently involved a teenager who purchased a product to allow him to download an entire web site for offline viewing. There is nothing wrong with this ... in fact; it can be very useful to keep an offline copy of a web site for quick viewing. 
The teenager set up his program to copy down an entire website over night and went to sleep. When he woke up he had the entire site on his hard drive and was happily looking at what he had received when some unpleasant lawyers visited him. These creeps wanted to know why he had deleted their client's entire database! It turned out that the administrative functions of the website were wide open, and one of the buttons was a "delete" record function. By downloading the entire site, the teenager's program had inadvertently "pressed" the button for each record. 
Now, if the teenager had been surfing anonymously, he would never have had this problem. Oh yeah, he would have deleted the database, but this is most definitely the fault of the web designer for not securing their administrative functions. But the company could not have traced the issue back to the teenager, thus avoiding a useless lawsuit and much embarrassment for the young man. 
There are a number of services available: 
SiegeSurfer is a new anonymous proxy service. It appears to be full featured and is relatively cheap at $29 per year. 
A relatively new service is called SafeWeb. Their web site is quick and their interface is clean and easy to use. 
Orangatango is another new anonymous surfing company. Check them out.

  
Here's a list of places to start: 
Proxy programs 
http://www.stealther.com/ 
http://www.inetprivacy.com/welcome.htm 
http://www.multiproxy.org/ 
http://www.ultimateprivacy.com/ 
Individual proxies 
http://www.coolrunning.tmfweb.nl/list1.html 
http://www.novelsoft.com/dark/proxy/ 
http://home6.swipnet.se/~w-61609/Proxies.htm 
http://www.samair.ru/xwww/proxy.htm 
http://safesurf.cjb.net/ 
Web based 
http://mywebproxy.com/ 
http://www.all-nettools.com/tools4.htm 
http://www.the-cloak.com/anonymous-surfing-home.html 
http://www.anonymisers.com/ 
http://www.goproxy.com/ 
Test your proxy at a site like this: 
http://www.stilllistener.addr.com/checkpoint1 

 

How to send a fax over Cable Modem or DSL
Unlike most dial-up modems, a cable or DSL modem is not capable of connecting to fax machines, so cannot send or receive faxes directly. However, it is possible to send and receive faxes over the Internet by using an Internet fax service. For information on such services, some of which are free, see: 
FAQ: How can I send a fax from the Internet? 
Internet fax services: 
Digital Mail 
eFax.com 
Faxaway 
FaxMission 
FaxPC 
FaxWave 
FaxWeb 
GetMessage.com 
JFAX.COM 
MessageClick 
onebox.com 
Telebot 
uReach.com 
web2FAX 
