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Utilitarian Considerations

= Anthropocentric valuerof biodiversity can
be placed into four:categoresy goods,
Services; Information and psycho-spiritual.

" Goods: food sources; medicines,
chemicals, fuel, wood; undiscovered
products,recreation.

= Services: ‘nutrient cycles (carbon;
oxygen, nitrogen, phosphorus,
decomposer food chains), ecosystem
stability.



Utilitarian Considerations
(continued)

s nformation: "1oss; ofigenetic information
andiknowiedge about unknown species.

= Psycho=spiritual: homocentrc and
humanistic views (loss)of ' scientific
knowledge.is wrong)- Ifithis knowledge
will help usisurvive weneed to save:it for

our benefit:



Intrinsic Values of Biodiversity

s hese are associated with
non=anthropocentriciethics

= Some characteristics ofiliving/thingsthat
would'be!evidenceoffintrinsic value™:
sentience, self-organization, selt~direction.

= Norton argues;that because of the
convergence of anthropocentric utilitarian
values andinonathropocentric intrinsic
values, conservations biologists do not

need to promote the intrinsic values of
biodiversity.



Economics and Biodiversity

mVMarket forces: cani be used to protect
species if'they can’berremoyvedifromythe
“commons™ and “enclosed=:

= Certain species are notigoodicandidates
for economic exploitation. Why 2

= Markets canivalue biodiversity in‘other
ways than'theractual price and potential
goods that'nature provides: visitorfees,
government support, nonprofit support,
travel costs, ecotourism, contingent
evaluation (“shadow pricing™).



Economics and Biodiversity
(continued)

= SPecies (populations)are iInseparablefrom
the'environments they live in: Any ethical
treatment of biodiversity/environment
must'consider the'ecologicaliand ethical
ramifications of theraboyve observation.



Anthropocentric Ethics

sraditionally;in Western philosophy;
ethicsiis restricted:tothumanibeings:

= Consernvation ethics;can;still'be contructed
withinithis framework to protect
endangered speciesiandithe environment.

= Judeo-Christian Stewardship - humans are
accountable'to God for'preserving
biodiversity.:

= |slam hasfevidenced a move toward
conservation in recent times.



Non-anthropocentric Ethics

= fhermodern ~“deep ecology: movement
fromiit's beginnings:in the Work of;
Emerson and TThoreau'wasiinfiienced by
eastern thought (Hinduiand Buddist).

= Aboriginal;spirituality’has had a
tremendousiimpact on'the modern ethics
but has not'been generally recognized.



Non-anthropocentric Ethics
(continued)

= Spintuality has been at'the'centerof: some
of the: most'successfulienvironmental
movements in the worldi(Chipko
movement in India; native"American and
Canadian Amerindians; aboriginal
movements; Jainismiiniindia, Dalai Lama
in Tibet, etc):

= The modernienvironmeéental movement had
it's origins:in philosophy not science. It
has been strongly influenced by the ideas
of Darwin and modern ecological theory.



Biocentrism

= he ethics of Y animal rightss has hadan
Impact onrenvironmental ethics:

= [he workiof Singer; Reganrand
Goodpaster have sought to'establish an
ethical frameworkifor'the inclusijon, of;
living organisms otherthan humanssinto
the realm "of ethical consideration.



Biocentrsm (continued)

s Alvariety-of non-anthropocentric
philesephical perspectives have been
Introduced in the Iast centuny that’have
influenced Westernithought about the
moral status of lIVing organisms;

= Most aboriginal beliefi'systems extend
moral standing to the earth, not just
“living™ organisms. This is far more
“holistic™ in perspective than most
western perspectives.



Ecocentrism: Interpreting Leopold?

= Aldoe Leopoldisi Cand Ethic

m |l eopoldiwas the “primordialis conservation
biologist:

= |_eopold’s work, forthefirsttime in
western thought, bridged,the’'gap between
the spiritually:driven'preservation
movementiand moderniecological.science.

= | eopold’s Work was essentially a
restatement of what aboriginals had
known for a long time; we are all a part of a
“biotic community"”.



Ecocentrism: Interpreting Leopold?
(continued)

= Environmental fascism2: Does the Land
Ethicileadito suboridination of'the rghts: of
individuals; including humans; for'the
good'of the whole/(ecosystem)

= A thing Is right whenjit'tendsitoidisturb the
biotic community only;at normal spatial
and temporaliscales. Itfis wrong when it
tends othernwise.



