


Principles for-Institutions Making Conservation Policy:

= Fhe Humility Principle

—Wermust recognize andiaccept the limits of,
human knowledgerandiour capacities to
“manage" the environment:

= The Precautionary Principle

—When uncertainly is very great we'must act
with restraint/and care:

= The Reversibility Principle

—We must/not make irreversible changes or
mistakes.



Institutions and Conservation
Policy.

s Educational Institutions
— lvery liower Effect
— Curniculum Limitations
e Universities are’'slow/to)change:

e Reductionism IS;encouraged; holistic
disciplines;are slow/'to develop.

— Ecological/environmental educationishould
start sooner and be pervasive in the
curriculum.

— Most working activists that have and are
influencing public policy are not part of the
educational establishment.



Educational Institutions continued--

= ost educationalinstitutions are not
“greens:

— Traditionall college’ educationis;shaped
around providingithe students,with the
philosophical, scientific, 'technological and
business: skills in orderto extenddhuman
dominionover the earth

e church-affiliated schiools
e land-grant universities (ag-world)

e unsustainable businesses have infiltrated
many large educational institutions (just
look at ISU!)



Governments

mForizontal structure Isfnot responsiveto
solving conflicts.

= Agencies policies are often contlicting.

= Response times are politically determined
and not environmentally friendly:

= [nfluence'ofilobbyistsiand unsustainable
business Interests/special interestigroups
may skew or disable agencies.



Nongovernmental Organizations
(NGOs)

mrarge NGOs
— Compromise Iis a way oflife:

— Mainstream groups are'part ofithe system
(staffed by the same kind offbureaucrats
everyone.else has)

= GrassrootsiNGOs
— More holisticiin approach.



Nongovernmental Organizations
(NGOs) (continued)

" NGOSs play anlimportantirolelin shaping
current policy.

— Linkiconservationss scientific commuhnity to
government agencies:

—Work at various levels of'the vertical
structure and on a multiplicity of,ISsues.

— Are very fiexible in their approachesiand
often formicoalitions'on ISsues.



Business

= Mlost businesses donot'have an
environmental policy; not =greens.

= [he'separation of “productions and
“place; that occurs in today:s businesses
IS a recipe.for environmental'disaster.

= Current economic theory used by the
business communityfisiunsustainable and
does not consider the™ externalities™
associated/with the natural environment:

= There Is a movement toward “green™
business but progress Is slow.



Consumers

= Consumers mustexhibit a moralland

socialiresponsibility torthe environment
before change cantoccur:

— They'must understanditherissues and their
Impact-at the cashregister.

— They must exhibit a willingness to' pay the
costs associated withrenyvironmental
impacts of‘their lifestyles.

— Unsustainable lifestyles must change to
sustainable ones .



Legal Institutions

mVarket basediapproaches donit Works

— markets,;are based on exploitation of
something or somebody:

— externalities are not included in the market

— There IS considerable:question whether
externalities;can or should be included In
markets.

— Our currentysystem isfnot truly free=market
and doestnot work even in “classical™
economic terms. Itis set up to devalue
iImportant natural resources in order to
keep economic growth strong.



legal institutions continued

mfawsiare the'only checkionimarket
exploitation-that Is ‘effective.

= Voluntary compliance' hassproventitself
undependable andiguestionablerat best
(Just look at the nenpoint:poliution
problem infiowa).



Religious Institutions

" Ciberation theology-
= [nterfaithyprograms (Joint Appeal 1992).

= May'beone of the most'effective ways to
train for environmental awareness.

= Most deepiecologistsiargue our.root
causes are due to moral/spiritual
alienation.



Media

= Viediaitends  to'focus; onishort=term hype:

= Journalists'may notunderstand the
ISSUES:

= Scientists do not understand journalists.
= Everyone wants toruse journalists.

= Journalists;can be effective In bringing
iIssues to therpublic forum for debate and
resolution;

= Media canfserve as a powerful tool for
environmental education if used
judiciously.



Directions for Conservation Biology

= Vieve away fromidiscipline driven science
andiencourage -issue drvensreseanch.

= Reward holistic scientists at the university
level (notjust the molecularbiologists).BB



