WRITING PROCESS
Whether the writing is short (a paragraph), medium-sized (an essay from a few to several pages), or large (a 20-page term paper or a 70-page Master’s thesis), the basic strategy is the same. 


1. Think (brainstorm)

2. Plan (organize)

3. Write

4. Clean up (proofread)

THINK (BRAINSTORM)

Pick a topic and write whatever comes to your mind without consideration of the logic or quality of the ideas.  The more, the better.

· Writing doesn’t just come spontaneously.  Good writing comes from thought and mental exploration.

· The human brain is organized so that many things are connected.  When you write about one thing, other ideas will follow.

· The best situation is where you have more ideas than you need.

PLAN (ORGANIZE)

Take the best ideas from your brainstorming and put them in the most logical (and descriptive or persuasive) order.

· Successful writing takes planning.  Poor writing takes no planning at all.

· Planning before writing helps prevent putting things in a seeming random order (avoid the “grocery list”).

WRITE

Use your outline to write.  Add or change as you need.

· During in-class writings, don’t spend too much time on any part.

CLEAN UP (PROOFREAD)

Make sure that you have enough time (5 minutes for in-class writings) to look for mistakes in spelling, punctuation, grammar, content, and organization.
TIMING FOR TESTS

1. Brainstorm and Organize (Several minutes)
2. Write (30 minutes)
3. Edit (3 to 5 minutes)
