VERBS AND VERB FORMS
Overall Issues for Verb Forms

· Tense (consistency within a sentence, paragraph, or essay)
· Present/past/participle
· Passive/active voice
· Agreement
· Infinitives and gerunds
Verb Tense Form Issues

(TAE p10-12)

1. Base form 

After “to” in infinitives and before “-ing” as gerunds



to be 



being


After modal verbs


would be
could go
might write


Used as commands


Begin.
Take it easy. 


2. Present

Used alone

Expresses general facts/situations

Subject-verb agreement is important

3. Simple past

Used alone

Expresses basic past events

4. Past participle

After “have/has/had” for perfect tenses


have been, has gone, had known


After “be” for the passive


was eaten, will be helped 


Used as adjectives


The window is broken.  It’s a broken window. 


5. Present participle
After “be” for the progressive

He is boring the students.

Used as adjectives

He is a boring lecturer.

The boring lecturer put the audience to sleep.

