Montgomery College, Rockville Campus

Department of Reading, ESL, Foreign Languages, and Philosophy

EL courses – Alves – Spring 2005


VERB TENSE CLAUSE COMBINATIONS

(NOTE: Verb forms are in bold print, and time words are underlined.  Remember that when time clauses are first to put a comma between it and the main clause.)

	TIME CLAUSE/PHRASE
	MAIN CLAUSE

	Simple present


When/whenever/if there is bad weather,
	Simple present


roads become hazardous.

	Simple present


When/if there is severe weather,


                  (*will be)
	Future

the roads will become hazardous.

	Present progressive


While we are eating,
	Present progressive


people in poor countries are starving.

	Past Progressive


While/when the professor was speaking,
	Simple past


someone’s cell phone rang in class. 

	Past progressive


While we were eating,
	Past Progressive


people in poor countries were starving.

	Simple past

After/when/as soon as the doctor arrived,
	Simple past

she began to treat the patient. 

	Simple past


Since the test started,

Since 9 o’clock,

For the last two hours,

	Present perfect


the students have been concentrating.

two students have already finished.

	Simple past


Before the hurricane began,

By the time that the hurricane began,


By 9 PM, 
	Past perfect

       the entire community had already evacuated.

	Past perfect


After the hurricane had left,
	Simple past


the residents moved back to their homes.

	Simple present

By the time that they fix the computer,
	Future perfect

many problems will have occurred.


EXERCISE
In the following table, the clause combinations have been reversed; the main clauses come first, and the time clauses are second.  Furthermore, the main clauses tenses have not been listed.  First, review the previous page of combinations of tenses.  Then, create sentences based on the time clause tense, for which you must provide time words (e.g., “when,” “by the time,” “since,” etc.).  Third, after you have finished writing the sentences, check back on the previous page to see whether or not you have used an appropriate tense.  SUGGESTION: Imagine a minor car accident (a situation involving drivers and police officers) as a theme to create your sentences.
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