Research Paper Overview – EALL 310 – Alves – Fall 2006

Overview: During the semester, in addition to the general readings for the course, students will pursue their own research projects which result in a paper of 8 to 14 pages (not including pictures or other graphics, though lists do count towards the total).
Paper Sections (All papers should have at least the following sections.)
(1) Introduction

(2) Historical background 
(3) Effects on cultural system with discussion of lexical evidence
(4) Concluding thoughts 
(5) List of research references

Timetable (Note: All assignments may be submitted earlier than dates listed.)
(a) An initial proposal (no points), by October 5th
(b) An outline and list of research sources (50 points), by November 2nd
(c) A draft (no grade), by November 16th
(d) A brief in-class presentation (50 points), on December 5th and 7th
(e) A final term paper (150 points), by December 12th
Languages/Ethnic Groups: The papers will be related to the sociolinguistic historical contact between the Chinese and another ethnic group.  Students should choose from the following list: Burmese, Cambodian, English, Japanese, Korean, Malay/Indonesian, Mongol, Manchu, Philippines, Taiwan Aborigines, Thai, Vietnamese, and Zhuang.  Others are possible.  Contact the instructor if you want to pursue a group not on the list.
Topics to Consider: The following is a list of possible categories of topics for the research.  Contact the instructor if you wish to pursue another area.
1. Arts (music, dance, painting, sculpture, architecture)

2. Economics and trade (currency, tools, household products, clothing, trade products)

3. Political system (structure, elements, taxation, management)

4. Philosophy and Religion (migration, writing, government)

5. Social Structure (family structure, marriage, classification of types of people)

6. Traditions (marital, funerary, naming systems)

7. Writing (literature, poetry, records, education)

Rubric for Outline and References

1. Completeness: expected aspects (historical, cultural, and linguistic) and thorough (some detail, bullet list of categories) (30 points)

2. Appropriate topic: Sinitic influence in culture and language (10 points)

3. References: At least several, including at least a few print materials (10 points)

Research Paper Format (Use the following format for the paper.)
· The first page should be a cover page with a title, your name, the course name, the professor’s name, and the date.
· Provide section headings throughout the document.  Section headings should be in bold print.  Numbering sections is optional.
· The text should be in Times New Roman size 12 font.  It should be double-spaced with 1-inch margins on all sides.
· Cite sources using the MLA format (http://www.lib.umd.edu/guides/citing_mla.html ).

Research Sources: The sources of research for the papers must include a combination of printed and electronic sources.  Online encyclopedias, such as www.wikipedia.org, may be one reference, but you must utilize journals and books as well to earn full points in for quality content, as discussed in the rubric below.

Rubric for Research Paper Grade
	Quality content (80 points)
	· The content is explicit, logical, and well-supported.  Good support includes appropriate (a) historical, (b) cultural, and (c) linguistic details.
· The topic must contain information about both the Chinese and another ethnic group with whom the Chinese had substantial interaction.

· The research comes from a variety of sources, both online and printed materials.
Missing or low quality content will cause point deductions, up to 10 points for any aspect mentioned above (support and research materials used).

	Sufficient content (40 points)
	The amount useful and relevant material will be determined based on the particular topic, though in general a minimal quantity, 8 pages, will be given a C (28), while 12 pages and higher will be given an A (40 points).  Other circumstances will be taken into consideration.

	Language
(20 points)
	The paper should contain generally (a) clean grammar (10 points), (b) punctuation (5 points), and (c) spelling (5 points).  Students are encouraged to have someone else look over the paper for these issues.

	Proper format
(10 points)
	The paper should have a title page, headed subsections, and a list of references in an appropriate MLA format.


Format for Presentation of Language Data

Language samples are required in all student papers.  They may be presented in the three following ways.  Below, more details are given for each type.  In general, English translations and some kind of romanized transcription is required for all language data, while non-romanized native orthographies are optional but encouraged.
Ways to Present Language Data

1. Data within the text
2. Data in tables (with a title for the table and column headings)
3. Data in sentence samples
Aspects of Data in Texts and an Example

1. Always provide English translations in quotation marks.
2. Provide romanized transcriptions of non-English languages.

3. Italicize all non-English romanized sounds.

4. Provide native non-romanized words when you are able to.
(SAMPLE)

Korean Yi Dynasty (1392-1910) and expansion of Confucianism in Korea: Numerous Confucian/Neo-Confucian schools and academies (I Hak 理學/学“School of Moral Law”, Legalist, Rites, Economics); Soenggyun-gwan成均館/馆 “head Confucian school” and the Soewoen生員/员 “Academy”; Question of nature/matter (ki) and moral (yi) law); Chinese-derived terms for philosophical tradition; Influence on ritual in the royal court (language, music, art, royal successions, foreign relations); Influence on home and family life (education, family relationships); Subordination of the individual to official doctrine and centralized rule (Yang and Henderson 1959)

Aspects of Tables and an Example

1. Table Title

2. Column headings

3. English translation (no quotation marks or italicization are needed)
4. Romanized sounds of native language (optional non-romanized native orthographies)
TIP: “Insert symbol” under “Tool” can be helpful.
(SAMPLE)

Five Elements / 五行 / wǔxíng

	English
	Character
	Vietnamese
	Japanese
	Mandarin

	wood
	木
	mộc
	boku
	mù

	fire
	火
	hoả
	ka
	huǒ

	earth
	土
	thổ
	do
	tǔ

	metal
	金
	kim
	kane/kin
	jīn

	water
	水
	thủy
	sui
	shǔi


Aspects of Sentential Data and an Example

· Title of sample

· English translation in quotation marks

· The native words (required romanized transcription, but optional native orthography) 

· Word-by-word translation under each word

· Some spacing between words for clarity (TIP: Use the ruler on the top of the screen to select tab spacing.)

(SAMPLE)

A Sentence in Khmer

“I have three new books.”

khnom
mien
siewpeu
tmei
baj

I

have
book
new
3

