REPORTED AND INDIRECT SPEECH
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Reported speech usually refers to speech that has already happened.  Thus, changes occur between the original quoted speech and the reported speech mainly in (1) tense,  (2) the use of pronouns, and sometimes (3) time words.  Consider the following sentence with quoted speech. (See “Communicate What You Mean” Chapter 3, sections 7-1 to 7-5 for further details and exercises.)


QUOTED SPEECH
He said, “ I, uh, have never (cough) seen this before.”



REPORTED SPEECH
He said that he had never seen that before.

In the example above, the quotation marks become “that”, 1st person “I” becomes 3rd person “he”, “have” becomes “had”, and nearby “this” becomes distant “that”.

Tense and Modal Changes

Present goes to past.
She said, “I know.”
( 
She said that she knew.

Past goes to past perfect.
She said, “I knew.”
(
She said that she had known.
Past perfect to Past perfect
She said, “I’d known.” (
She said that she had known.

“will” goes to “would”
She said, “I’ll go.”
(
She said that she would go.

“can” to “could”
She said, “I can go.”
(
She said that she can go.

“may” to “might”
She said, “I might go.” (
She said that she might go.

“have to” to “had to”
She said, “I have to go.” (She said that she had to go.

“must” to “had to”
She said, “I must go.” (
She said that she had to go.

“must” to “must”
She said, “I must go.” (
She said that she must go.

“could”, “should”, “might”, and “would” cannot be changed.


She said, “I might/should/could go.”
(
She said she might/should/could go. 

We can report (1) statements, (2) questions, (3) commands, and (4) exclamations, as discussed briefly in the following sections.

Reporting Statements (pg. 84-85)

· You may choose from numerous verbs of reporting, all having the meaning of speech.



He
said

that he was tired.




announced




denied  (He said, “I’m not tired.)




commented




screamed 




mumbled

· If there is an object, only “tell” is followed by a direct object.  Otherwise, used “to + N”.



He said, “I’m going to go now.”



He told me that he was going to go then.



He yelled to me that he was going to go then.



He commented to me that he was going to go then.

· Or use no object:



He yelled that he was going to go then.



He commented that he was going to go then.

· The word “that” is optional in these sentences.



He yelled he was going to go then.



He commented he was going to go then.

Reporting Questions and Answers (pg. 85)

· Reported questions generally involve the word “ask”.


He asked (me) when I would be going.


He inquired as to when I would be going.


· There are two types of questions: “affirmative-negative” questions, which require an answer of “yes” or “no”, and “wh-word” questions, which ask for information with words such as “who,” “what,” “when,” “why,” “how,” “how much,” “how many,” and so on.


YES-NO QUESTION

Are you going to go?
No, I’m not.

Can he speak English?
Yes, he can.


WH-WORD QUESTION

When are you going to go?
I’m going to go tomorrow.

How far will you jog?
I’m going to jog three miles.


· Yes-no questions can be converted into reported speech with the use of “whether” or “if.”



He asked, “Are you going?”
(
He asked whether I was going.


She asked, “Can they swim?”
(
She asked me whether or not they









could swim.

· Wh-word questions can be converted into reported speech with the use of the same wh-word.


When are we leaving?

(
He asked when we were leaving.

Why are we going there?

(
He asked why we were going there.

How many students will you flunk?
(






He asked how many students I would flunk.




· Remember that these are NOT questions and do not have inverted subjects and auxiliary verbs.

*He asked when are we going to go.
*He asked why were we going there?

· Remember that these CAN be questions, but they generally aren’t.

Could you tell me whether or not you’ll go?

Reporting Commands and Requests (pg. 91)

· Use infinitives for the reported speech.  Do not use “that” or question words.



She said, “Sit down.”
(
She said to sit down.






She told me to sit down.






She said that we had to sit down.


· Do not mix “that” and infinitives.



*She said that to sit down.

· For “don’t” use “NOT + INFINITIVE”.


She said, “Don’t sit down.”
(
She said not to sit down.







She told us not to sit down.

Reporting Exclamations (pg. 96)

