REASON PARAGRAPHS
A reason paragraph answers the question “Why?”.  It gives a number of reasons to support or oppose an idea.  A reason paragraph typically has two to four supporting ideas (and various additional details for completeness and clarification).
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

· Why is the topic important or interesting?

· What are the main reasons to support your idea?

· Which supporting idea is most important?  Which is least important?

· What is the best order to present the ideas?  What order do you think will more likely persuade the reader to agree with you?

· What are additional details for each supporting idea?

TRANSITION
A reason paragraph isn’t ordered in time or space.  Instead, the supporting details should be ordered in degree of importance or obviousness.


Words


First of all, moreover, in addition, finally


Logical Order



The most important reason is…


Last but not least,…



What we usually think of first is…

What we don’t often think of is..
COSTA RICA (1)

Costa Rica is a great place to spend a vacation for two reasons.  First of all, Costa Rica has an excellent system of national parks where visitors can observe nature.  For example, in Tortuguero National Park, visitors can watch sea turtles come ashore to lay their eggs in the sand.  Then they can come back several months later to see the news babies crawl down to the sea.  In Santa Rosa National Park, visitors can see unusual birds such as toucans and quetzals and exotic animals such as spider monkeys.  Second, Costa Rica has many beautiful beaches.  For instance, the beaches at Manuel Antonia National Park are among the most beautiful in the world, and the beaches on Cañoa and Cocoas islands offer perfect conditions for snorkeling and scuba diving. Indeed, Costa Rica is a wonderful place to go if you love the outdoors.

COSTA RICA (2)

Costa Rica is a great place to spend a vacation for two reasons.

First of all Costa Rica has an excellent system of national parks where visitors can observe nature.  For example in Tortuguero National Park visitors can watch sea turtles come ashore to lay their eggs in the sand.  Then they can come back several months later to see the news babies crawl down to the sea.  In Santa Rosa National Park visitors can see unusual birds such as toucans and quetzals and exotic animals such as spider monkeys.
Second Costa Rica has many beautiful beaches.  For instance the beaches at Manuel Antonia National Park are among the most beautiful in the world and the beaches on Cañoa and Cocoas islands offer perfect conditions for snorkeling and scuba diving.

Indeed, Costa Rica is a wonderful place to go if you love the outdoors.

