PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT FOR ESSAYS
This semester, we will write essays using each of the four standard essay types (and general writing approaches).
· Chronological (process or narrative)

· Comparison OR Contrast

· Cause OR Effect

· Persuasion/Argument
NARRATIVE
A narrative is a description of a sequence of events IN THE PAST and thus is chronological.  The order is not going to be difficult to maintain.  What becomes more important here is focusing on MAIN IDEAS of each paragraph and TRANSITION between the details of the event.

Consider the following to help you decide what to do with the main idea.


What the purpose of the writing?


What are your feelings about the event?


What details can I add to make the experience more vivid to the reader (see, hear, feel, smell, taste)?
PROCESS DESCRIPTION

A process description is also a kind of time-ordered description, but since it is a statement about general facts, USE THE SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE (not the future tense, as some students do).

