Paragraph Basics
(A paragraph is a group of sentences (about 7 to 12) with a single main idea and several supporting sentences.) 

FORMAT

· Indented ½ inch (hit the “tab” key once)
· 1 inch margins (left justified)

· Double spaced (a blank line after every line of text)
CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION

· A topic sentence

· Several supporting sentences

· A concluding sentence
SAMPLE PARAGRAPH


A paragraph is not terribly difficult to write if you follow a few steps.  First of all, brainstorm on a topic to generate enough ideas to focus and completely express your idea.  Brainstorming gives you a chance to pick out good ideas and discard less useful ideas.  Next, organize those ideas into a loose outline.  In academic writing, the main ideas are usually placed at the beginning of the paragraph, several supporting ideas appear in the middle, and a concluding sentence that summarizes the main idea of the paragraph is last.  After you have organized your ideas, you are finally ready to write.  As you write, follow your outline, but be ready to change or add as you need.  Finally, after you finish, proofread the paragraph for mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and content.  Following these steps does not guarantee a perfect paragraph, but not following them will probably result in lower quality writing. 

(1 paragraph, 9 sentences, 154 words)

