NOUNS, PLURALITY, AND ARTICLES

In English, the use of definiteness (the/a/an, pronoun adjectives) and plurality is complex but also very important for proper grammar of both the nouns themselves and their verbs.

There are two types of nouns: count and non-count nouns.

Non-count nouns are always singular.


Water is essential to life.


Economic damage often has social consequences.

Some nouns can be either, but there is a semantic difference as well as grammatical.


Crime increased after the economic downslide.


A violent crime occurred last night at 3 AM in Southeast DC.


Time is money.


How many times have you been to the Smithsonian?

Gerunds are kinds of non-count nouns.


Studying foreign languages is fun but difficult.

All count nouns MUST have some indication of plurality (singular/plural) and/or definiteness.


*Dictionary is useful.


A dictionary is useful.


The dictionary is useful.


The dictionaries are useful.


My dictionary is useful.

Count nouns can be indefinite either by having an/a or by being plural.


Students are often busy.


A student is often busy.

Nouns are often definite if they refer to a specific part of something mentioned.


A house was seen with a sign on the front door.

While grammar teachers often try to teach the use of “the”, there are many uses that are almost idiomatic, especially for places often visited or parts of names.


He went to the mall/the library/the hospital.


(This does not mean that for certain I specifically know which mall/library/hospital he went to, but it is probably the closest one.)


He studies at the University of Maryland.


He studies at UM.


The United States of America


The US


*In US, they…


The University of Maryland


*The UM


UM


the Philippines
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