Notes_Sept_5
What is Chinese

(Write down a one-sentence definition of “Chinese”)

· Chinese as shared cultural and historical heritage (geographic boundaries) and world view (assimilation (forced and chosen))

· Chinese as a group of spoken languages (many local varieties, fang1 yan2方言)

· Chinese as a written language (zi4字), confusion (other than Chinese)

“Chinese”

Chinese: person (Han)

Chinese: adjective (culture, objects)

Chinese: language (but complicated mixtures of dialects, languages/dialect groups, and writing system)
Putonghua (普通话) “Common Language”

Mandarin Chinese

“Chinese” refers to the writing system used by speakers of Chinese.

“Chinese,” in a strict linguistic sense, refers to a group of related languages.

dialect vs. language

varieties of Chinese

fang1 yan2方言
(regional speech)

Sinosphere and Sinicization
(chinese-world)
· Within the range of Chinese influence (geographic, historical, cultural)
Singapore, Korea, China, Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, U.S.
Sinicization versus maintenance of distinct cultural identity

· The process of assimilation to Chinese culture and language (it happens anywhere there are large numbers of Chinese)

Cultural influence
(1) accepted willingly

(2) forced

· Four Levels of the Sinosphere: (1) Han Chinese in China, (2) Greater East Asia, (3) Surrounding areas (North, West, and Southeast Asia), (4) Overseas Chinese (North America)

Language Contact (sociolinguistics, historical linguistics, sociology/anthropology)
Philology, multi-disciplinary blend

· What language contact is (social contact that results in linguistic change) and categories of it (trade, political domination, conflict, diplomatic relations, migrations)

· How to find examples and how to see the results of it (historical, archeological, and genetic research)

· What is to be gained through study of language contact (historical, cultural, social, and linguistic phenomena)

Types Of Social Contact
· Education

· Entertainment, Competition/Gaming

· Literature

· Migration (due to disaster, due to desire to explore)

· Political domination

· Political interaction, diplomatic relations

· Spread of religion

· Tourism

· Trade

· War/conflict

Chinese Dynasties

· What they are (Ruling family lineage, eras of strength and eras of weakness)

Han 220 BCE – 200 CE
Tang

Song

Yuan

Ming

Qing

· How they are GENERALLY used (Chinese timetable, reference to emperors and battles)

· How we will use them (general point of reference, reference to social/cultural developments, identification of instances of language contact)

