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Chinese Language

· Chinese in stages of history (Old Chinese, Middle Chinese, modern varieties of Chinese)

· Chinese as a written language (Classical Chinese versus Modern Chinese/Bai2 Hua4 白话)

· Chinese as a group of spoken languages (Mandarin, Yue (e.g., Cantonese), Wu (e.g., Shanghaiese), Min (e.g., Taiwanese), Kejia (Hakka), Xiang, Gan)

· Chinese as a national language (Mandarin Chinese and Bai2 Hua4白话)

National Language of China

· Mandarin Chinese: Guan1 Hua4 官话 (archaic/technical term), Pu3 Tong1 Hua4 普通话 (PRC term), Guo2 Yu3 国语 (Taiwan/general modern term), Bei3 Fang1 Hua4 北方话(dialectal/regional term))

· National Language: Guo2 Yu3 国语in other East Asian nations

Japan: kokugo

Korea: Gugeo 국어

Vietnam: Quốc Ngữ (refers only to Vietnamese alphabet)
· Mandarin Chinese History: Status as lingua franca for several hundred years; Northern Chinese variety; Less conservative phonetically (fewer tones (4 instead of MC 8), lost final stops (-p/-t/-k)); Selected as national language in the PRC, ROC, and Singapore in the 1900s; Only standardized variety of Chinese

Chinese “Dialects”

· Definition: “Dialect” (reduced mutual intelligibility) vs. “language” (little or no mutual intelligibility); sample of “goose”

· Major Regions: Northern versus southern varieties of Chinese

· More on Dialects: Dialect chain; Dialect leveling and the spread of Mandarin; bilingualism

· Dialects and the Sinosphere: Southern varieties in Southeast Asia, North America; Northern varieties and the Altaic languages

