Sept 12 notes

(1) Quiz follow-up: Return and comment; language families; writing versus speech 

(2) Review of discussion: historical linguistics and the comparative method

(3) LOC 7 and 8: Stages (a-Proto-Sino-Tibetan, b-Old Chinese (Zhou to Han), c-Middle Chinese (Tang to Song), and d-modern varieties (Yuan to present)); Chinese phonology; Rhyming dictionaries and fan3 qie4 (反切) method

(4) Review of discussion: Chinese worldview and hierarchy; Repeated patterns of sinicization; Inner and outer barbarians; Chinese numbers
(5) Reminder of Test: CSEA Ch 1-3, LOC Ch 7-8; Study guide on line
LANGUAGE VERSUS WRITING

Basic concept: Language is speech, while writing is a visual representation of speech.

Key point: A language family is a group of language which share a common ancestor language.  Writing can be used by entirely unrelated languages.  For example, in the past, Korean, Japanese, Vietnamese, and Chinese all used Chinese writing despite the fact that they have different linguistic ancestors and are entirely unrelated languages.

Effect:  Sharing a system of writing and a literary tradition is an instance of language contact through which language change and borrowing can occur.
REVIEW OF DISCUSSION: historical linguistics, comparative method, and sources
Historical linguistics is the study of:

· the change of a language or group of languages over time

· the reconstruction of past stages of a language
· the historical relationships between and among languages, including (a) their historical origins and (b) language contact between languages, particularly language contact that results in sociolinguistic borrowing. 

Historical linguistics:

· uses educated guesses to make assumptions about the past history of peoples, as is the case in the field of archeology

· is not flawless since it is subject to the available of evidence and the different perspectives of researchers

· is a useful tool for understanding the social interaction between peoples.

The comparative method:

· comparison of modern varieties of spoken languages

· comparison of written records with spoken languages

· comparison of written records with other written records

· comparison of reconstructions of languages with modern languages

· comparison of reconstructions of languages with other reconstructions

· comparison of linguistic information with historical and archeological records

CHINESE LANGUAGE HISTORY
Chinese historical phonology

Proto-Sino-Tibetan split into Sinitic/Chinese Languages and Tibeto-Burman languages.  The time center of Old Chinese is about 0 CE (Zhou to Han dynasties).  The time center of Middle Chinese is about 1000 CE (Tang to Song).  After that, numerous varieties of Chinese became increasingly distinct to the point of lack of mutual intelligibility.

(1) Separation of Proto-Sino-Tibetan into Sinitic and Tibeto-Burman

(2) Old Chinese (Zhou through Han)

(3) Middle Chinese (Tang to Song)

(4) Further differentiation into numerous varieties 

The assumption that Chinese was “monolithic” during the stages of OC and MC is largely based on the use of written records (i.e., the rhyming dictionaries), not spoken data.
INNER AND OUTER BARBARIANS AND TERMS FOR “CHINA”

中
国

Mandarin:
zhong1
guo

Cantonese: 
jung 
gwok

Korean: 
chung
guk

Vietnamese: 
trung
quốc

Japanese:
chuu
goku

English: China

French: Chinois

Malay: bahasa cina

Thai: pasah cin

Cambodian: piesa cen

FROM WIKIPEDIA.ORG

· Chinese: Zhōngguó, Jhongguó (中國； 中国) 

· Indonesian: Tiongkok (from the Min-nan name for China) 

· Japanese: Chūgoku (中国; ちゅうごく) 

· Korean: Jungguk, Chungguk (중국; 中國) 

· Manchu: 

· Mongol: 

· Tibetan: Krung-go (ཀྲུང་གོ་) 

· Uighur: Junggo (جۇڭگو) 

· Vietnamese: Trung Quốc 

· Zhuang: Cunghgoz (older orthography: Cungƅgoƨ) 

CHINESE PHONOLOGY

· character, zì 字
· syllable

Chinese syllable structure

· initial consonant

· medial glide

· main vowel

· final consonant

· tone

“ZHONG1” center

	INIT.
	MED.
	VOWEL
	FIN.
	TONE

	ZH
	
	O
	NG
	1


“GUO2” country

	INIT.
	MED.
	VOWEL
	FIN.
	TONE

	G
	W
	O
	
	2


FANQIE SYSTEM

中:

知

東

平


zhi

dong

tone

Combine the “zh” of “zhi” and the “ong” of “dong.”

back: 
bunny
clack
中zhong1

知zhi1 + 東dong

IPA: International phonetic alphabet

TONES
平ping2 ‘LEVEL’

上shang3 ‘RISING’

去qu4 ‘GOING’

入ru4 ‘ENTERING’

Words with Ru-sheng tones had final stops, including the sounds –p, -t, and –k.

SINICIZATION
· Spread to Southern China amidst the “Hundred Yue” Bai2 Yue4 白粵 / 越 resulting either in relocation or complete assimilation
· Sino-Turkic families during Six Dynasties

· Partial sinicization in Japan, Korea, and Vietnam

· Absorption of Manchu

MONEY (Possible research topic)
· types of currency

· terms for money

· taxation

NUMBERS FROM CHINESE

Japanese
all with various complications and usage of native numerals

Korean
all with various complications and usage of native numerals
Thai
3 and up are all Chinese in origin

Cambodian
native except for 30 to 90 and 10,000

Vietnamese
limited usage (10,000, 4th), mostly native

Indonesian
none (except in areas with large Chinese populations)

Tagalog
none (except in areas with large Chinese populations)

Mongolian
?

