Listing Characteristics

A characteristics paragraph is in part a descriptive paragraph, but it is ordered logically by more abstract ideas instead of spatially organized objects.  You should focus on three or four main aspects of the topic.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

· Why is the topic important or interesting? What is the purpose of describing characteristics?

· What are the two, three, or four primary aspects of the object?
· What is the best order to present the ideas?  What order do you think will more likely persuade the reader to agree with you?

· What are additional details for each supporting idea?

TRANSITION
A characteristics paragraph isn’t ordered in time or space.  Instead, the supporting details should be ordered in degree of importance or obviousness.


Words


First of all, moreover, in addition, finally


Logical Order



The most important characteristic is…



Last but not least,…



What we usually think of first is…

What we don’t often think of is..

