Grammar Concepts and Terms – CHIN 422 – Spring 2007
The focus of CHIN 422 is on Chinese syntax, but we will also explore issues of morphology and pragmatics in our grammar books and textual data.  The following are some terms that you need to be comfortable.

Phonetics:  This is the study of human speech sounds as they actually are uttered.  Typically, the research is based on recordings that are analyzed by computer.

Phonology: Phonological research does include the results of phonetic research, but crucially, it involves the study of the comparison between abstract mental systems of sounds (phonemes) and their variations that depend on phonological context (allophones).  For example, the phoneme /s/ in English at the ends of words may be pronounced as the allophones [s], [z], or [Iz] depending on the preceding sounds.

Morphology:  This is the study of the ways that words are formed.  A base unit of a morpheme, which generally has a single approximate sound and mean, may combine with other morphemes in single words.  For example, the word “work” has two morphemes, namely, “work” and “-ing”.

Lexicon: This is the complete collection of words in a language.

Syntax:  This is the study of the combinations and ordering of words and the rules that govern their relationships in a particular language.

Semantics:  This is the study of direct meanings of words, phrases, and sentences.

Pragmatics:  In pragmatics, the concern is the difference between literal meaning of words and sentences and the intended meaning of them.  The focus is on the way linguistic expressions are used in a language rather than the structure.  For example, if someone says “It’s rather cold outside,” the implied meaning of the statement may be that the speaker wants the listener to close an open window.
Grammar: Grammar, in a general sense, consists of the rules of a language, from sounds, to word structure, to sentence structure, and functional categories of expressions.

Prescriptive grammar:  This involves the somewhat artificial creation of rules of acceptable grammar in a language, as is the case in most standard reference grammars of languages.  They do, however, contain a great deal of descriptive grammar in them.

Descriptive grammar/linguistics: This involves description of a language as it is, without reference to issues of correctness.  This is a standard linguistic research approach.

Parts of speech and functional categories: nouns, pronouns, numerals, measure words/classifiers, verbs, stative verbs/adjectives, particles, sentence particles, time words, adverbs, prepositions, locational words, subject, predicate, object, topic, comment, statements, questions, commands, phrases, clauses, sentences
