LANGUAGE TO USE TO DISCUSS SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES
1. SENTENCE PATTERN VARIETY: Remember that there are many ways to indicate similarity and differences.  Your writing should include sentence pattern variety, so don’t overuse any particular pattern in your writing.  For example, you may not want to use more than one instance of a comparative pattern per paragraph.

2. SPECIFIC CONTRAST: In discussing differences, athough the word “different” is common (e.g., “The US economic system is different from the Vietnamese economic system.”), it is not precise; instead, use comparative adjectives (e.g., “The US economic system is less restrictive than the Vietnamese economic system.”).  You should also use contrastive connectors words such as “whereas” and “in contrast.”  Use degree adverbs that tell how different things are (e.g., “The past is far more convenient than the past.”).
3. EXPLORING YOUR OPTIONS:  Below is a list of sentence patterns expressing contrast, similarity, and inequality.  However, you should also look for examples of this language when you are reading.  You might also want to check the concordancer software at www.edict.com.hk and get samples of such language.

SENTENCE PATTERNS FOR CONTRAST
The two most important differences between X and Y are that…

X is/does much more something than Y.

While X is/does…., Y is/does….

X is/does…., whereas/while Y is/does…

X is/does…   In contrast, Y is/does…

In contrast to X, Y is/does…

Unlike X, Y is/does…

X is unlike Y in that X is/does…

SENTENCE PATTERNS OF SIMILARITY

The main similarities between X and Y are that…


X is/does just as something as Y.


Just as X is/does…, so does Y.


Both/Neither X and Y are/do…


X is/does…  Similarly, Y is also/also does…


Like X, Y also is/does…

X is like Y in that X is also/also does…

SENTENCE PATTERNS OF INEQUALITY

X is not something  as Y.

X does not do something like Y.


X does not do something as ADVERB as Y.

DIFFER, DIFFERENT, DIFFERENCE, AND DIFFERENTIATE

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?  “Differ,” “differentiate,” “different,” and “difference” are related words with differing grammatical functions and uses.

“differ” (intransitive verb)

“differentiate” (transitive verb)

“different” (adjective)

“difference” (noun)

“differently” (adverb)

“differing” (participial adverb)

“Differ” is a verb.  It is followed by the preposition “from” when there is an object.


Cats differ from dogs.


Teachers do not differ from other people.

However, an object is not required if there are two subjects.  The preposition “in” can be used to identify the aspect of differentiation.

Cats and dogs differ tremendously in their personalities.


Teachers and non-teachers do not differ in any special way.

There are ways to intensify this verb (“greatly,” “tremendously,” ).


They differ greatly in the size of their snouts.

As is often the case, there are other stylistic variations, particularly with regards to prepositions.


They differ according to the sounds they make.


They differ as to their taste in food.

“Differ” can also mean “to disagree”, in which case, the preposition “with” is used.


Cats and dogs appear to differ with each other on many issues.

Another related verb is “differentiate”, which is a transitive verb; it takes objects without the use of a preposition.


We can differentiate cats and dogs based on the sounds they make.

“Different” is an adjective.  It can also be followed by “from” when there is an object or not when there are two subjects.


Cats and dogs are different.


Cats are different from dogs.


Cats and dogs are different from each other.

This adjective can also be intensified by words such as “very,” “completely,” “entirely,” “quite,” among others.


Cats are completely different from dogs.


Cats and dogs are entirely different from each other.

“Difference” is a noun.  It is usually followed by “between” or sometimes “among” when there is an object.


There is a tremendous difference between cats and dogs.


The difference among different animals are best characterized by the sounds the make.

“Differently” is an adverb.  It can take the preposition “from” with an object.


Cats make sounds differently from the way dogs do.

“Differing” is a participial adjective.  It is similar to “different”, which can be used anywhere.  “Differing” tends to be used only with more abstract nouns.


There are different types of cats.


There are differing functions to these “differ” words.

“The American Heritage Dictionary” notes that “from” is the most commonly used preposition with “different” and that “than” was only considered acceptable to their Usage Panel 11% and 17% of the time.  Better safe than sorry!  Use “from” unless you're really giving a comparison.


Cats and dogs are more different from each other than humans and chimpanzees.

NOTE: This author in no way supports the notion that there is any reason to treat dogs or cats differently in any discriminatory way and hopes that they can all just get along.
