Grammar Terms from “Chinese: An Essential Grammar” in the Glossary
	Term
	Examples
	Notes

	1. Adjectives
	很貴
*很男

是男的
	Words to describe nouns.  Used before nouns in noun phrases, or used as sentence predicates.  Gradable (很) and non-gradable (*很).  See state verbs.

	2. Adverbial
	快地走, 走的快, 明天, 這兒
	Words to describe actions (time, locations, menas, method, etc.).  Used before verbs.

	3. Aspect markers
	了, 過, 著, 在

飛機快要起飛了.
	Express aspect (completion or non-completion and change of condition).

	4. Attitudinal verb
	喜歡, 怕, 高興, etc.
	Modal verbs that express attitude.

	5. Attributive
	好朋友
我的朋友

願意幫忙的朋友
	Any descriptive element before nouns, including adjectives, relative clauses, possessors, etc.

	6. Causative verb
	讓她去

勸她離開

強迫她讀書
	Verb that takes a noun object and a following verb, making the noun do something.
VERB + NOUN + VERB

	7. Clause
	他離開這裡的時候
	What constitutes a sentence, usually a subject-predicate or a topic-comment pattern

	8. Comment
	懶惰是不對的.
vs

她請我幫她.
	The second element in a topic-comment construction.  The element that describes, defines, explains, etc. a topic.  Topics may be indefinite, which contrasts with narrative function of definite subject-predicate patterns

	9. Complement
	我走不動了.

她走到公園去.

她跑得直喘氣.
	Word, phrase, or clause directly following a verb (verbal complement) or adjective (adjectival complement) to indicate duration, frequency, location, destination, result, manner, or consequence.

	10. Composite sentence
	他想睡一會兒,可睡不著.
	Combination of two clauses using conjunctions or conjunctives.  The conjunctions may be used alone or combined with conjunctives.

	11. Conjunctions
	但是, 否則, 因此, 如, 除非, 因為…所以…, etc.
	Words used to join two words, phrases, or clauses.  Sometimes used in pairs.

	12. Conjunctives
	就, 才, 都, 也, 還, 卻, 倒, etc.
	Adverbs that precede verbs and refer either forwards or backwards to other sentence parts (e.g., subjects or objects).

	13. Context
	我不抽煙.
我不抽煙了.


	Real world situation in which linguistic interaction takes place.  Sentences are interpreted in part through knowledge of speakers.  Context can, for example, determine the use of aspectual particles, such as 了, or the ommission of subjects.

	14. Cotext
	他以前抽煙, 現在不抽了.

	The linguistic situation, sentences before and after sentences.  The relationships among them influence each other in various ways.  Series of sentences allow for the ommission of subjects or objects.

	15. Coverb
	在, 到, 向, 從, 用, 對, 坐, 給, 為, 就, 比, 跟, 關於, 由於, 為了, 把, 被, etc.
	Like a preposition, takes a noun after it, expresses location, method, direction, etc.

	16. Dative verb
	她送我一支鋼筆.
我重了兩公斤.
	Verb with two objects, one direct and one indirect

	17. Definite and indefinite reference
	我去買書.
我把書買了.
	Refering to definiteness of nouns.  Definiteness is relevant to certain grammatical issues in Chinese.  For example, nouns after 把 are definite in reference, while nouns after verbs may be indefinite or definite.

	18. Degree adverb
	很貴
*很男

是男的
	Adverbs that modify scalable adjectives.

	19. Direction indicators
	他們下來了.

堅持下去.
	Verbs and verb complements that indicate the direction of movement and a number of extended meanings.

	20. Intensifier
	我不是來借錢的
	A word (是 sometimes with 的) used to emphasize or highlight sentence elements.

	21. Intentional verb
	打算, 準備, 決定, etc.

他打算不去.

她不打算去.
	Modal verbs that express intention.  Negation before or after changes the meaning.

	22. Location phrase
	在裡面
在門前
	Commonly, the use of 在 plus location nouns or postpositions.

	23. Measure words
	一本書
兩輛汽車
	Words which are used after numbers and before nouns.  They are required for counted nouns.

	24. Modal verbs
	可以, 必須, 能, etc.
	Verbs used before other verbs to express ability, possibility, necessity, permission, etc.

	25. Notional passive
	衣服洗好了.
	A sentence in which the subject is affected by the verb, but passive 被 is not used.

	26. Onomatopoeia
	呱呱
	Words that sound like the meanings they represent.

	27. Particle
	嗎, 了, 吧, 的, 呢, etc.
	Single-syllable grammatical words in Chinese that cannot be translated directly.  They have a variety of expressive functions, such as the interrogative, aspect, the imperative, etc.

	28. Phonaesthemes
	懶洋洋地

性衝衝地
	Two-syllabled post-adjective modifiers in expressions with a combination of sound and meaning.

	29. Postposition
	裡, 外, 上, 下, 前, 後, 那兒, etc.
	A word placed after a noun to indicate location or spatial relationship.  See location phrase.

	30. Predicate
	她請我幫她.
	The part of a sentence in contrast with a subject, generally a verb plus the connected elements (e.g., object, verb complements, etc.)

	31. Referential adverbs
	就, 才, 都, 也, 還, 卻, 倒, etc.
	Adverbs that precede verbs and refer either forwards or backwards to other sentence parts (e.g., subjects or objects).

	32. Serial construction
	我去商店買東西.
	Two verbs in succession without a conjunction (and neither is a modal verb).

	33. State verb
	天黑了.

天很黑.
	A verb followed by 了 and which describes a state or condition.  This is in contrast with a pure adjective, which does not occur with 了.

	34. Subject
	她請我幫她.
	The noun which is usually the initiator of an action.  In Chinese, a subject has definite reference.

	35. Tense
	飛機快要起飛了.
	Something Chinese does not have.

	36. Topic
	懶惰是不對的.
vs

她請我幫她.
	The first element in a topic-comment construction.  The element that is the focus of the sentence and to which the comment refers.  Topics may be indefinite, which contrasts with narrative function of definite subject-predicate patterns


	Term
	Examples
	Notes

	Adjectives
	
	

	Adverbial
	
	

	Aspect markers
	
	

	Attitudinal verb
	
	

	Attributive
	
	

	Causative verb
	
	

	Clause
	
	

	Comment
	
	

	Complement
	
	

	Composite sentence
	
	

	Conjunctions
	
	

	Conjunctives
	
	

	Context
	
	

	Cotext
	
	

	Coverb
	
	

	Dative verb
	
	

	Definite and indefinite reference
	
	

	Degree adverb
	
	

	Direction indicators
	
	

	Intensifier
	
	

	Intentional verb
	
	

	Location phrase
	
	

	Measure words
	
	

	Modal verbs
	
	

	Notional passive
	
	

	Onomatopoeia
	
	

	Particle
	
	

	Phonaesthemes
	
	

	Postposition
	
	

	Predicate
	
	

	Referential adverbs
	
	

	Serial construction
	
	

	State verb
	
	

	Subject
	
	

	Tense
	
	

	Topic
	
	


