COMMON SENTENCE ERRORS
Two common sentence mistakes students make when writing are:


FRAGMENTS (incomplete sentences lacking subjects or verbs or lone adverbial clauses) 


COMMA SPLICES (two sentences improperly connected with a comma)


FRAGMENTS

*If you want to go.  Just tell me.


“if” starts a dependent adverbial clause.  Connect it to another sentence.


If you want to go, just tell me.


*Everybody who knew all of the possibilities.



This sentence doesn’t have a main verb, only an adjective clause.


Everybody knew all of the possibilities.


Everybody who knew all of the possibilities took advantage of them.


*Down in the basement near where we study.



This sentence is just a prepositional phrase and an adjective phrase.



It needs a subject and a verb.


Down in the basement near where we study, our bookshelf is packed with old magazines.

COMMA SPLICES


*The store manager wanted the employees to hurry, they couldn’t finish the job in time.


These are two sentences connected only with a comma.



Either separate the sentences with a period or add a conjunction.


The store manager wanted the employees to hurry.  They couldn’t finish the job in time.


The store manager wanted the employees to hurry, but they couldn’t finish the job in time.

EXERCISE: Identify and fix the mistakes.  Some sentences have no problems.
1. Choosing a friend and a husband is very similar in many ways, choosing a husband requires more effort and thinking.

2. Because a husband is a friend that you will have to live with.

3. According to Catholic customs.  Marriage should last forever.
4. Some characteristics are very important in choosing a husband.

5. First of all, pay attention to his/her background, this can be an important factor in marital happiness.
6. The way he was raised, the way he/she treats his/her family members, especially his/her parents.

7. Second, his/her beliefs about religion and what is important in life.

8. Someone’s religion can ruin or build a relationship.

9. When it comes to choosing a friend.  This issue can be hard but not as much as choosing a husband.

10. If a friend doesn’t make you happy, you can just back off and leave him/her.

11. It’s true that you have to trust that person and be comfortable to open yourself for him/her, it’s not necessary that you sleep and wake up looking at somebody’s face if you don’t like that person anymore.

12. In conclusion, choosing a friend or a husband demands effort and too much thinking, a husband is harder to choose because you will probably be choosing somebody forever.
