EL104 ESSAY GRADING SYSTEM
When your essays are returned to you, they contain the letters COGMV, which stand for the following. 


C(ontent)
30 points


O(rganization)
10 points


G(rammar)
50 points


M(echanics)
10 points

After receiving these grades, look closely at them to identify grades of C or lower.  These are areas that you must improve to raise your academic writing ability.  Read the comments made beside those grades and both comments and corrections made throughout your essay for more details.  For each category, a number of issues are considered. 
CONTENT
· Sufficient content (4 or more paragraphs, several developed sentences per paragraph)
· Various types of support (details, examples, explanation, etc.)

· Relevant content (related to the thesis statement or topic sentences)
· Logically consistent (both coherence and general logic)
· Appropriate vocabulary (matches writing style, academic (not colloquial or imprecise) language for college writing)

· Proper idiomatic language (“natural” flowing English vocabulary and expression)

ORGANIZATION
· Common structural elements of an essay (introduction, body paragraphs, concluding paragraph)

· Common structural elements of each paragraph (topic sentence, main and secondary supporting sentences, concluding/transitional sentence)

· Logical order and consistency (order of the paragraph as well as the content within the paragraphs)
GRAMMAR
· Main issues (sentence structure/elements, agreement (tense, number, person), inter-sentential consistency (tense, number, person))
· Secondary issues (plurality, definiteness, preposition usage, sentence connectors)
· Other issues (idiomatic language, proper collocations)
MECHANICS
· Sentence punctuation (Appropriately and clearly separate sentences)
· General punctuation (introductory clauses/phrases/words, inserted material, possessives, lists)

· Spelling
· Document format (separate paragraphs, doublespaced, indented)

