MONTGOMERY COLLEGE, ROCKVILLE

Department of Reading, ESL, Foreign Languages, and Philosophy

ASIAN CULTURE AND THE SINOSPHERE (Course Syllabus)

EALL 310, Fall 2006 (August 31 to December 20, 2006)


Dr. Mark J. Alves

Class times: TR 3:30-4:45
malves@umd.edu

Classroom: KEY 0125 (but usually off-campus)
www.geocities.com/markalvesesl 
Office Hours: by appointment only
Phone: 301-405-4383 / 301-251-7442
Office: JMZ 4103
Textbooks: (1) A Short History of China and Southeast Asia: Tribute, Trade and Influence, by Martin Stuart-Fox and (2) The Languages of China, by S. Robert Ramsey

(Supplemental readings will also be provided or made available online.)
Course Description: This course explores the social, cultural, historical, and linguistic exchange between the Chinese and non-Chinese peoples in and around China, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and beyond.  Topics covered in the course will include but not be restricted to literature and linguistics, art and music, politics and war, religion and philosophy, cultural traditions and artifacts, and economics and trade, among others.  No knowledge of Chinese is required.  By the end of the semester, students should have general knowledge about the following:

· The socio-historical and linguistic background of East and Southeast Asia
· Some basic linguistic concepts

· Knowledge of the social contact that leads to social and linguistic change

· Substantial knowledge about a particular research topic

Assignments
3 Tests
150 points

1 Final Exam
150 points

1 Term Paper Outline and Sources
50 points

1 In-class Presentation on Term Paper
50 points

1 Term Paper
150 points

Various Extras
50 points

TOTAL
600 points (100%)

Tests: Three tests will be given related to the readings, including the course texts and supplemental readings.  Study guides will be provided before tests.  There will be no specific midterm exam.
Term Paper: The topics for all term papers will involve the interaction between Chinese culture and that of another culture.  The range of possible topics will be discussed and negotiated in class.  This project will involve (a) an initial proposal, (b) an outline and list of research sources, (c) a brief in-class presentation, and (d) a final term paper.  The research proposal may be modified as needed (e.g., if the professor has suggestions), but the topic must be settled by time of the creation of the outline.  A draft of the paper (no grade) will be submitted for further instructor suggestions.  The in-class presentation will last 5 to 10 minutes.  The term paper will consist of several sections: (a) a general overview of the issue, (a) a section on the relevant Chinese issues, (b) a section on the influence of another ethnic group, and (d) a summary with discussion of challenging aspects of the research and questions for further research.  The grade of the paper will focus on content but include quality of writing (e.g., clarity of expression and grammar) and format (e.g., citation and overall appearance) as well.  More information will be provided during the semester.
Make-up and Late Assignment Policy:  Other than due to verifiable (i.e., with documentation) reasons beyond a student’s control, scores for all assignments that are late or given as a make-up for absence will be reduced by 20%.  For small quizzes missed or supplementary assignments not submitted on time (in the “various extras” category), zero points will be given.  Occasionally, on days when there are no tests or assignments due, short unannounced quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.
Classroom Environment: Students are expected to treat their classmates, classmates’ work, and the professor with proper respect.  Cell phones and other electronic devices may not be used during class.

Academic Dishonesty:  Students are expected to behave in accordance with general student honor codes.  In this class, books and electronic reference devices may not be used during in-class tests and quizzes. Specific ideas and words of another must be appropriately cited, and all materials used for research must be included in the bibliography.  “Academic dishonesty is a serious offense which may result in suspension or expulsion from the University” (http://www.testudo.umd.edu/soc/dishonesty.html).

Cancellation Due to Weather: Official closures and delays are announced on the campus website www.umd.edu and snow phone line (301-405-SNOW) as well as local radio and TV stations.
Scheduling:  All tests and assignments depend on general scheduling circumstances.  Students will be given advance notice of all scheduled graded material.  This schedule will be changed as needed.  It is your responsibility to know what assignments are due and what changes are made.  Contact the instructor or your classmates when you miss class.

	WEEK
	READINGS
	ACTIVITY/TOPICS

	1. 8/31
	Course syllabus
	Introduction to course, Student background 

	2. 9/5-9/7
	Internet: Chinese dynasties, CSEA: Ch 1-2
	Sinosphere and Sinicization, Chinese worldview, Tribute system, QUIZ ON CHINESE DYNASTIES

	3. 9/12-9/14
	LC: Ch 7-8
	Chinese language history, Chinese writing, Historical linguistic issues

	4. 9/19-9/21
	CSEA: Ch 3
	Chinese and Southeast Asia, Legacy of Chinese culture and traditions (e.g., marriage, music), TEST #1

	5. 9/26-9/28
	CSEA: Ch 4, LC: Ch 1-2
	Tribute and China, Chinese linguistic terrain, Language families

	6. 10/3-10/5
	Supplemental: Japan
	Influence in Vietnam, Language contact, TERM PAPER PROPOSAL

	7. 10/10-10/12
	Supplemental: Korea
	Influence in Japan

	8. 10/17-10/19
	CSEA: Ch 5, LC: Ch 3
	Trade and Technology, Influence in Korea

	9. 10/24-10/26
	CSEA: Ch 6, LC: Ch 6
	Dialects, TEST #2

	10. 10/31-11/2
	CSEA: Ch 7, LC: Ch 8
	Culture and traditions, TERM PAPER OUTLINE

	11. 11/7-11/9
	CSEA: Ch 8, LC: Ch 9
	Thai and Cambodian

	12. 11/14-11/16
	CSEA: Ch 9, Supplemental: US
	Buddhism, More on overseas Chinese TERM PAPER DRAFT DUE

	13. 11/21-11/22
	CSEA: Ch 10
	More on Sino-Vietnamese issues

NO CLASS ON THURSDAY

	14. 11/28-11/30
	
	The Sinosphere today, Influence in the U.S., TEST #3,

	15. 12/5-12/7
	
	STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

	16. 12/12
	
	Review of key issues, TERM PAPERS DUE

	17. 12/20
	
	FINAL EXAM (Wednesday 10:30am to 12:30pm)


