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Topic

· Cultural and linguistic Influence of Chinese Confucian-style civil service examinations Việt Nam in the 18th century  (“Examinations” Vietnamese khoa cử  (科舉 / 科举, Mandarin kē jǔ, Korean과거gwa geo)
Key Issues
· Historical Background

· The exams started in the Han Dynasty, but standardization of the tests only took place in the Sui Dynasty (600s CE).
· The exams spread into Vietnam and Korea.
· Preparation for the exams in Việt Nam started in the Văn Miếu (文廟, Mandarin wén miào) “Temple of Literature” one century after gaining independence

· The exams were abolished in China in 1905 and are likewise stopped in Vietnam.
· Cultural Aspects

· Aided in selecting bureaucratic labor force from local to national level

· Increased social mobility

· Spread literacy in Vietnam through the preparatory schools
· Reinforced Confucian-style cultural values in Vietnam
Examination System and Linguistic Impact in Vietnamese
· Test aspects (testing materials and titles for those who completed the exam)

	English
	Vietnamese
	Chinese
	Mandarin

	seven-word regulated verse
	thất ngôn luật
	qī yán lǜ
	七言律

	policy questions
	sách vấn
	cè wèn
	册问

	eight-legged essay
	bát cổ văn
	bā gǔ wén
	八股文

	recommended person
	cử nhân
	jǔ rén
	舉 (举) 人

	(one who completed more exams)
	tiến sĩ
	jìn shì
	進士


· Test Administrators (Hierarchy of examiners, proctors, and other positions to administer and evaluate the tests)

	English
	Vietnamese
	Mandarin
	Chinese

	Master examiner
	chủ khảo
	zhǔ kǎo
	主考

	Special examiner
	phần khảo
	fēn kǎo
	分考

	Preliminary examiner
	sơ khảo
	chū kǎo
	初考

	Proctor
	đề điều
	tí tiáo
	提調(调)

	Assistant proctor
	phó đề điều
	fù tí tiáo
	副提調(调)
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