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A language family is a group of languages that share common genealogical linguistic origins (usually called a proto-language, such as Proto-Mon-Khmer).  Such linguistic affiliation tends to correspond to genetic and cultural heritage as well, though this is not always the case since language contact can result in an exchange of any of these aspects of humanity.  Within language families, there may be numerous sub-branches.  For example, in Sino-Tibetan, the Sinitic branch consists of all of the varieties of Chinese, while the other branch is Tibeto-Burman, which includes Tibetan and Burmese, among others.
The following list contains the language families in and around China, the approximate number of languages within each language family, and some representative languages within each.
1. Sino-Tibetan (400+ languages): Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese, Burmese, Tibetan
2. Altaic (66+ languages): Turkic, Mongolian, Tungus (Manchu), and maybe Korean and Japanese
3. Austroasiatic (160+ languages): Within this are the two sub-branches, Munda and Mon-Khmer, of which only Mon-Khmer languages are relevant to this course (Vietnamese, Cambodian/Khmer, Bulang, Wa)
4. Austronesian (1,200+ languages): Indonesian, Cham, Tagalog, Amis (Taiwanese aborigines)
5. Tai-Kadai (75+ languages): Thai, Laotian, Zhuang
6. Hmong-Mien (Miao-Yao) (35+ languages): Hmong
7. Indo-European (450+ languages): English and Hindi
Other hypotheses about mega-language families (not on the quiz): Austro-Tai (Austronesian and Tai-Kadai), Sino-Austronesian (Chinese and Austronesian), Austric (Austroasiatic and Austronesian)
Online Resources
Visit the following two websites to get a better idea of language families in general.

1. http://www.ethnologue.com/family_index.asp
2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_language_families
