CONDITIONALS

(1) Making predictions of the future (generally REAL)
If you are able to learn to enjoy what you study, you will learn more easily.


(2) Describing facts (REAL)
If one exercises more, one burns calories.


(3) Expressing dreams/wishes
If I had enough money, I would live in a beachside mansion in Hawaii. (UNREAL/CURRENTLY IMPOSSIBLE)
If I have enough money, someday, I’ll move to Hawaii. (POTENTIAL)


(4) Giving advice
If I were you, I’d…
If I had problems like you, I would…



He’d go. (He would go)

He’d gone. (He had gone)

(5) Discussing past mistakes
If I had tried to enjoy what I was learning, I would have learned more easily.
(but I didn’t try, and I didn’t learn easily.)


I shouldn’t have had that last beer (, but I did).


(6)  Giving excuses


If I had known you were expecting me, I would have called to let you know that I wasn’t coming.

REAL PRESENT


(IF + PRESENT ,  SUBJECT + PRESENT)


If/when I am free, I watch movies.


Students do better if they enjoy what they are studying.


*If/when I am free I watch movies.


*Students do better, if they enjoy what they are studying.

REAL FUTURE


(IF + PRESENT ,  SUBJECT + FUTURE)


If he is free, he will/can/may come over later.
If he isn’t free, he won’t/can’t/may not come over.


If the students enjoy what they are studying, they will/can/may do better.
*If you will be free, you will come over.
*Come over when you will be free.


If you make this mistake, I will show it to the entire class and laugh out loud!

UNREAL PRESENT


(IF + PAST , SUB + WOULD + BASE VERB)


If he were free, he would be here now.
If he weren’t free, he wouldn’t be here now.


UNREAL FUTURE


(IF + PAST , SUB + WOULD + BASE VERB)


If he were free, he would come here. 


If I had enough money, I’d buy the island of Kauai.
 

UNREAL PAST

(IF + PAST PERFECT , SUB + WOULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE)


If he had been free, he would have come here.
*If he had been free, he would had came here.



UNREAL

Present ( Past
“to be” ( “were”


Past ( Past perfect

_________________________________________________________________

There is more than just “if” to express conditional meanings:


unless, provided that, as long as, suppose/supposing, in case

ALL non-if conditional words follow the pattern of the present-real conditions.  However, while some are used in real situations:


Unless you spend more time on your homework, you won’t get the grade you want. = (If you don’t spend more time on your homework, you won’t get the grade you want.)


Provided that/As long as you pay me back, I’ll lend you the money.

Others are used in hypothetical situations:


Suppose/supposing you fail you fail the exam, what will you do then?

“In case” is a hypothetical problem situation that one may have to deal with.


In case you fail the exam, you’d better start looking at the schedule for this class next semester.

