COMBINING SENTENCES
· When you are preparing your brainstormed ideas to write something, think about ways to combine ideas that are closely related.  

In my kitchen, there is a refrigerator.


It is an old refrigerator.


It need to be replaced. 

· These sentences can be combined by turning some of them into adjectives and adjective clauses.



In my kitchen, there is an old refrigerator that needs to be replaced.

· Consider the following four sentences.

My uncle likes to travel.  His name is Bob.  He has traveled to many places.  Those places are all across the country.

· The series of short sentences above is choppy and basically unclear since they don’t precisely show a relationship.  Again, since it is clear that these ideas are related, these sentences should be combined to show how they are connected.  It contains an appositive (Bob), an adjective clause, and a prepositional phrase.

My uncle Bob who likes to travel has traveled to many places all across the country.
· Combining short sentences that are logically connected increases clarity, reduces unneeded words and phrases, and more clearly shows the relationship between the ideas.

CONJUNCTIONS AND SENTENCE COMBINING
· Consider the following two sentences.



He works during the day.  He goes to school at night.

· Although the two sentences are grammatical and they do focus on a single main topic, their exact relationship is not clear.  In fact, there are a few possible relationships between those sentences.   In these sentences, the conjunctions tell the reader what kind of relationship the writer wants to express.

He works during the day, but he goes to school at night.


He works during the day, so he goes to school at night.


He works during the day, and he goes to school at night.

THE FOUR COORDINATIVE CONJUNCTIONS
· There are four coordinative conjunctions: “and,” “but,” “or,” and “so.” 

· “And” ADDITION
Writing is challenging.  Writing also takes a great deal of practice to perfect.

Writing is challenging and takes a great deal of time to perfect.

Writing is challenging, and writing takes a great deal of time to perfect.

· “But” CONTRAST
Writing is challenging.  Writing can be improved with practice.

Writing is challenging but can be improved with practice.

Writing is challenging, but it can be improved with practice.

· “Or” OPTIONS OR NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES
You don’t practice writing.  You are not improving.
You have to practice writing or (else) you will never improve.

· “So” EFFECT
Writing is required throughout a college career.

All students must continually improve their writing skills.

Writing is required throughout a college career, so all students must continually improve their writing skills.
WAYS TO COMBINE WITH CONJUNCTIONS

Coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, so) can connect complete sentences or two verbs and a single subject.


He works during the day, but he goes to school at night.
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He works during the day but goes to school at night.
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