CAUSE OR EFFECT PARAGRAPHS

Whatever you do when you write, you must somehow pass through these 5 general steps.

(1) Choose your topic

(2) Brainstorm

(3) Organize (create a loose outline)

(4) Write

(5) Edit

(1) CHOOSE YOUR TOPIC:

· Choose either cause or effect as your topic.

Cause topics:  The supporting details/ideas discuss the causes of a certain situation. 


EXAMPLE: The increase in cancer in the United States is the result of bad eating habits and the large amounts of chemicals in our daily lives.

Effect topics:  The supporting details/ideas discuss the effects of a certain situation.

EXAMPLE: The increase in cancer in the United States has been a menace to the economy due to high medical costs and to society in general because of human suffering.

· Try not to confuse the two focuses.

(a) *Alcoholism causes disease, emotional suffering, and is caused by emotional problems. 

(b) Alcoholism causes health and emotional problems.

(c) Alcoholism is often caused by emotional problems but sometimes by genetic predisposition.

AFFECT (VERB)

EFFECT (COUNT NOUN)

(2) BRAINSTORM

· Brainstorming before writing helps you to think of as many useful ideas for support--both general and specific ideas--as you can.  The less afraid you are of writing bad ideas and the more you write freely, the more useful ideas you will have.

· When considering the causes or effects of something, consider as many levels as you can.

PEOPLE/SOCIETY
ORGANIZATION

The individual
the personnel

The family
the administration

The community
the managerial system

Politics/the economy/society
Resources


financial standing

· Remember that your paragraph topic (and ideally your topic sentence) should answer as many aspects as possible.

who, what, when, where, why, how, which

to what extent/how far, how long, how many, how big, how small, etc.

EXAMPLE:
Young adults from the ages of 21 to 25 are more likely to cause accidents while driving drunk because… (This sentence answerS some but not all of the questions. Why is this true?  How often does it happen?  What location is this specifically???)

(3) ORGANIZE

· It is very, very, very, very, very helpful to write an outline BEFORE you start writing.  That allows you to (1) consider logical organization of your writing, (2) decide whether or not you have provided enough supporting details, (3) make sure that they are distinctive and not overlapping.

Topic Sentence

Cause/Effect a


Details

Cause/Effect b

Details

Cause/Effect c


Details

Summary Sentence

(4) WRITE

· Write from your outline, and add to it as you need.

· Use language that is appropriate for the text (PP pX)

(5) EDIT


Edit not only grammar, spelling, and punctuation, but also word choice, organization, and topic support and details.

ORGANIZATION METHODS

(1) Importance (most to least or least to most)

(2) Development (most to least or least to most)

(3) Logic (time or space)


The increase in cancer in the United States is the result of bad eating habits and the large amounts of chemicals in our daily lives.


SUBTOPIC 1: chemicals (hard to control)


SUBTOPIC 2: bad eating habits (easy to control)


CAUSE

EFFECT


Chemicals
(
cancer


Eating habits (

The increase in cancer in the United States has been a menace to the economy due to high medical costs and to society in general because of human suffering.


SUBTOPIC 1: economic effect


SUBTOPIC 2: human suffering


(Subtopic 2 is part of the result of Subtopic 1)



CAUSE

EFFECT


cancer (
loss of money, emotional suffering


EXERCISE
(Pick one cause and one effect topic to write an outline.)

Causes:


What are the causes of traffic accidents?


What are the causes of habitual smoking?

Effects of:


What are the effects of smoking?


What are the effects of divorce?

What are the causes of traffic accidents?

Topic Sentence: Automobile accidents are caused by both less controllable factors, such as automobile and driver error, and more controllable factors, such as drunk drinking and driver impatient.

Cause 1: Driver error


Details: Carelessness, bad decisions, inexperience

Cause 2: Automobile error


Details: flat tire, bad breaks, engine problems

Cause 3: Driver impatience


Details: Road rage

Cause 4: Drinking and driving


Details: The worst since it is entirely determined by drivers.

Summary Sentence: Since some factors are more controllable, stricter laws should be applied to them.

(Order: Less controllable to more controllable by laws.)

What are the causes of habitual smoking?

Topic Sentence: Addiction to cigarettes is not only due to the chemical nicotine but also to various social factors, such as peer pressure, advertising, and the general relaxing sensation associated with smoking.

Cause 1: Nicotine


Details: powerful addictive substance, as addictive as heroin

Cause 4: Desire to relax


Details: image of smoking in a dark relaxing café with a nice warm cup of coffee
Cause 2: Peer pressure


Details: friends in high school, being “cool”

Cause 3: Advertising


Details: millions of dollars a year spent on attracting teen smokers



Summary Sentence: Considering the effects of smoking and the addictive power of nicotine, the best thing to do is not to start, but unfortunately, the societal aspects that lure people into smoking are hard for people, especially youngsters, to resist.


CAUSES

EFFECTS


Physical
(
smoking


Social





CAUSE

EFFECTS





Smoking (
disease








Increased medical costs








Emotional suffering

What are the effects of smoking?

Topic Sentence: The effects of smoking hurt not only the smoker himself but also his family emotionally and society in general through rising medical costs.

Effect 1: Disease


Details: Cancer, heart disease

Effect 3: Emotional suffering


Details: watching family members or friends suffering 

Effect 2: Medical Bills


Details: Many thousands of dollars over many years, small illnesses to more major diseases.  Increases in insurance costs.

Summary Sentence: Considering the wide-ranging effects of long-term smoking, such as terminal illness, emotional pain of family friends, and even increasing insurance costs for everyone, smokers should really consider whether or not it is worth their temporary pleasure.

(Order of significance of effect, also more to less obvious)

Considering the wide-ranging effects of long-term smoking, such as terminal illness, emotional pain of family friends, and even increasing insurance costs for everyone, people should consider SUGGESTION/SOLUTION

What are the effects of divorce?

Topic Sentence:

Effect 1: Emotional damage to children


Details:

Effect 2: Costs to the family


Details:

Effect 3: General social effects


Details:

Summary Sentence:

EMOTIONAL DAMAGE TO CHILDREN (INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY)


Children being sad, depressed, angry, frustrated, confused, problems in school, no friends, problems in the future, developmental problems, deciding which side to take, not focusing in class, social stigma

ECONOMIC EFFECTS (INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY)


Paying lawyers, child support, property costs, psychologist/therapist costs for the parents and/or the children, costs of education

SOCIAL EFFECTS


Consider marriage to be trivial, damages families everywhere, American society, loss of the family as an important unit, emotional distance between people in general

