CONNECTOR WORDS, FUNCTIONS, AND CATEGORIES

(By Mark Alves, Montgomery College, Updated November 16, 2004)

	FUNCTION
	Connector
	Coordinating
	Subordinating

	Adding ideas
	Also, Besides, Finally,
Furthermore, In addition, Moreover
	And
	As well as X, In addition to X, Besides X

	Adding similar ideas
	Also, Likewise, Similarly
	And
	Like X

	Alternatives
	Alternately,
	Or, Nor
	Instead of X, Rather than X

	Causes
	
	For
	As, Because, Because of X, Due to X, Due to the fact that, Inasmuch as, Since

	Conclusions
	All in all, In brief, In conclusion, In other words, In short, In sum, In the end, Indeed, to sum up
	
	

	Conditions
	If not, In such a case/situation, Otherwise
	Or (else)
	As long as, If, Only if, Unless

	Contrast
	Contrarily, However, In contrast, Nevertheless, On the other hand, On the contrary, Regardless, Still 
	But, Yet
	Although, Despite X, Despite the fact that, Even though, Instead of X, Rather than X, Though, Unlike X, While, Whereas

	Effects
	Accordingly, As a result,  For this reason, Consequently, Therefore, Thus
	So
	So…that…, Such…that…

	Examples
	For example, For instance, In fact, Indeed
	
	For example X, Such as X

	Exclusion
	
	
	Apart from X, But X, Except for X, Except X, Excepting X, Excluding X, Other than X, Save for X, With the exception of X

	Listing ideas
	First, second, etc.
After that, Finally, First of all, Next, Then, To begin with
	
	

	Purpose
	
	
	For X, In order to VERB, So (that) SENTENCE, To VERB

	Time
	After, Afterwards, Before, Following, Later
	
	After, As, As soon as, Before, By TIME, By the time (that), Every time (that), Once, Since, The X time (that), Until, When, Whenever, While 


CONNECTIVE WORDS

Connective words express a wide range of meanings that obtain between two clauses, meanings such as cause or effect, time, contrast, and addition.  There are three categories of connective words—connective adverbs, coordinating conjunctions, and subordinating conjunctions—each of which has special rules for grammar and punctuation.  Some connector words MUST take only certain categories of words.


WRONG:
The patient died because of the doctor misdiagnosed the illness.


CORRECT:
The patient died because the doctor misdiagnosed the illness.

Punctuation is also important particularly when it clarifies meaning or avoids problems with sentence structure (i.e., indicating whether or not a sentence is dependent or independent.)


WRONG:
The ice made the roads slippery, still drivers continued to drive too quickly. (Comma splice)

WRONG:
The ice made the roads slippery.  Still drivers continued to drive too quickly. (Still drivers?)


CORRECT:
The ice made the roads slippery.  Still, drivers continued to drive too quickly.

CONNECTIVE ADVERBS

Connective adverbs are added to independent clauses.  They often start separate sentences, but they can also connect sentences with semi-colons.  They are most often located at the beginnings of sentences, but some connective adverbs may appear in the middle or even at the ends of sentences.


The jobless rate has not decreased.  Therefore, politicians are looking for actions to take.
NEUTRAL

The jobless rate has not decreased; therefore, politicians are looking for actions to take.
EMPHATIC

The jobless rate has not decreased.  Politicians, therefore, are looking for actions to take.
LESS COMMON

The jobless rate has not decreased.  Politicians are, therefore, looking for actions to take.
LESS COMMON
They are NOT conjunctions and cannot connect two sentences with a comma.


WRONG:
The temperature was below zero Celsius, thus the water froze.


CORRECT:
The temperature was below zero Celsius, so the water froze.


CORRECT:
The temperature was below zero Celsius.  Thus, the water froze.

COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS

Coordinating conjunctions consists of seven short words: “and,” “but,” “for,” “nor,” “or,” “so,” and “yet.”  A good way to remember these is remember the acronym “FANBOYS” which contains the first letter of each of these.  Coordinative conjunctions connect two independent clauses with a comma.  Although they are sometimes used to start new sentences, that is not formal usage.


WRONG:
The U.S. is culturally diverse.  So, it is difficult to make generalizations about its people.


CORRECT:
The U.S. is culturally diverse, so it is difficult to make generalizations about its people.

SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS

Subordinating conjunctions start a dependent clause that must be connected to an independent clause.  It can be either before or after the independent clause, but the punctuation is different.  When a subordinating clause comes first, it is followed by a comma; when it comes second, no comma is used.


WRONG:
Since the U.S. is culturally diverse it is difficult to make generalizations about its people.


CORRECT:
Since the U.S. is culturally diverse, it is difficult to make generalizations about its people.


WRONG:
It is difficult to make generalizations about its people, since the U.S. is culturally diverse.


CORRECT:
It is difficult to make generalizations about its people since the U.S. is culturally diverse.

NOTES ON DIFFERENT STYLES OF PUNCTUATION
(1) Keep in mind that punctuation in English isn’t always the same as in the systems of your own languages.  Pay attention to the differences and learn to use the standard system to show that you do understand the writing system in English for academic and professional purposes.

(2) In fact, different styles of writing have different rules regarding punctuation (for example, journalistic writing and articles published in psychology journals), and in general, there is flexibility.  Rather than just sticking to rules, the best approach is to consider (1) the resulting clarity of the writing and (2) the naturalness of the punctuation as related to actual speech.
