ADVANCED CHINESE GRAMMAR (COURSE SYLLABUS)

CHIN 422, Spring 2007 (January 25th to May 18, 2007)


Dr. Mark J. Alves
Class times: TuTh 3:30pm-4:45pm
malves@umd.edu
Classroom: JMZ 0120
www.geocities.com/markalvesesl 
Office Hours: by appointment only

Phone: 301-405-4383 / 301-251-7442
Office: JMZ 4103

Course Objectives: This course is intended to give you a comprehensive review of Chinese grammar, to train you to analyze the grammar of real samples of Chinese, and to give you the opportunity to practice presenting your analysis to others.  Among the things we will do in order to accomplish the goals of the course are:
1. Read two excellent Chinese grammar books in English.

2. Practice analyzing Chinese sentences, phrases, and lexical compounds.

3. Read a few specialized articles on Chinese syntax.

4. Do original projects in which you will analyze the grammar of written and spoken Chinese from the real world. These projects will be presented to the class. 

Textbooks and Other Materials
Check the bookstores, but also feel free to purchase them on amazon.com or bookfinder.com, or anywhere else you can. You will need the books as soon as possible. 

1. A Practical Chinese Grammar, by Samuel Hung-Nin Cheung, Sze-Yun Liu
Paperback - 534 pages 1 edition (May 29, 1997) 
The Chinese University Press; ISBN: 9622015956

2. Chinese: An Essential Grammar, by Yip Po-Ching, Don Rimmington,
Paperback (January 1997) Routledge; ISBN: 0415135354

3. Wenlin Dictionary.
I will email you a discount form for this software. This is something you are required to have for this course. It is a dictionary, containing some 8000 sample sentences among the glosses, which we will study. You will be receiving assignments and handing in homework to me electronically using the built-in word processor in this software.
4. Other course material posted at the following website: www.geocities.com/malves98
Assignments and Grading
· Class participation, assignments, and quizzes
25%

· Mid-term exam
20%

· Final exam
30%

· Student project
25%

The tests and assignments will include (a) absolute answers that are either right or wrong and (b) answers in the form of statements that are evaluated based on their perceived quality.  Receiving high grades (B+ or higher) in the latter category will require a demonstration of genuinely high quality answers.

Student projects: After the mid-term exam, all students will select a particular aspect of Chinese grammar to research, collect some data, and present in class.  More details will be provided later.
Make-up and Late Assignment Policy:  Other than due to verifiable (i.e., with documentation) reasons beyond a student’s control, scores for all assignments that are late or given as a make-up for absence will be reduced by 20%.  For small quizzes missed or supplementary assignments not submitted on time (in the “various extras” category), zero points will be given.  Occasionally, on days when there are no tests or assignments due, short unannounced quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.  There are no make-up tests for quizzes, and late assignments are given no points.  20% will be deducted from a make-up mid-term exam or a late student project.  Inform me about anticipated, legitimate absences.

Classroom Environment: Students are expected to treat their classmates, classmates’ work, and the professor with proper respect.  Cell phones and other electronic devices may not be used during class.

Academic Dishonesty:  Students are expected to behave in accordance with general student honor codes.  In this class, books and electronic reference devices may not be used during in-class tests and quizzes. Specific ideas and words of another must be appropriately cited, and all materials used for research must be included in the bibliography.  “Academic dishonesty is a serious offense which may result in suspension or expulsion from the University” (http://www.testudo.umd.edu/soc/dishonesty.html).

Cancellation Due to Weather: Official closures and delays are announced on the campus website www.umd.edu and snow phone line (301-405-SNOW) as well as local radio and TV stations.

Scheduling:  All tests and assignments depend on general scheduling circumstances.  Students will be given advance notice of all scheduled graded material.  This schedule will be changed as needed.  It is your responsibility to know what assignments are due and what changes are made.  Contact the instructor or your classmates when you miss class.

Semester Schedule: The following agenda shows the topics for that week and the readings that should be covered by that week (i.e., you must read over them BEFORE class).  There will be periodic quizzes on these materials, so completing the readings before class will be essential.

(PCG = “Practical Chinese Grammar”; CEG = “Chinese: An Essential Grammar”)
	Dates
	Topics/Activities
	Readings

	Week 1 
(1/25)
	· Course introduction
	

	Week 2 
(1/30-2/1)
	· Grammar, syntax, and morphology

· Overview of Chinese grammar issues
	· Online reading (“Terminology and Issues in Chinese Grammar”)

	Week 3 
(2/6-2/8)
	· Nouns and noun phrase structure in Chinese
	· CEG 1.1-1.5
· PCG 3.3, 15.2, 16.1-2, 18.1

	Week 4 
(2/13-2/15)
	· Nouns issues continued

· Verbs in Chinese
	· CEG 2.6-2.11
· PCG 21.1, 31.2, 50.1-2

· PCG 10.1, 13.2, 14.1, 15.3

	Week 5 
(2/20-2/22)
	· Verbs in Chinese
	· CEG 2.12-2.15
· PCG 21.2-4, 23.4, 29.2-3,

	Week 6 
(2/27-3/1)
	· Sentence types and sentence connecting in Chinese
	· CEG 3.16-3.20

· PCG 2.5, 13.4, 16.3, 19.1-3, 20.4, 26.3, 33.2

	Week 7 
(3/6-3/8)
	· Sentence types and sentence connecting in Chinese
	· CEG 3.21-3.25
· PCG 37.4, 39.3, 46.1, 17.1, 48.1, 48.3, 49.2

	Week 8 
(3/13-3/15)
	· Short student presentations

· Mid-term Exam
	

	Week 9 
(3/20-2/22)
	SPRING BREAK
	NO CLASS

	Week 10 
(3/27-3/29)
	· Chinese Morphology
· Adverbs

	· “Focus, Presupposition, and the Formation of A-not-A Questions in Chinese”
· PCG 2.3-4, 12.3, 13.3, 14.3, 15.5, 25.2, 26.2, 27.2, 35.1, 36.1, 41.3 , 41.5, 42.5, 45.3, 49.3

	Week 11 
(4/3-4/5)
	· Time in Chinese


	· “Towards a Grammar of Aspect for Mandarin Chinese” 

· PCG 11.2, 17.2, 18.2, 20.6, 23.1, 27.1, 29.1, 31.1, 31.5, 32.1, 38.2, 44.5, 45.2

	Week 12 
(4/10-4/12)
	· Case and Location in Chinese
	· Selected readings

· PCG 10.2, 14.2, 16.4, 19.3, 23.3, 27.4, 30.1, 33.5, 38.3, 39.2, 39.4, 42.6, 46.1, 47.1

	Week 13 
(4/17-4/19)
	· Grammatical particles in Chinese
	· Selected readings

· PCG 2.1-2, 5.3, 23.2, 25.3, 28.1, 48.5 

	Week 14 
(4/24-4/26)
	· Overview
	· “The Chinese Negation Marker Bu and Its Association with Focus”

	Week 15 (5/1-5/3)
	· Student presentations

· Term papers due
	

	Week 16 
(May 18)
	· Final exam: Monday, May 18 10:30am-12:30 pm
	


