Questions for Reading “Towards a Grammar of Aspect for Mandarin Chinese”
(By Zheng-Sheng Zhang)
KEY VOCABULARY
· Aspect/Aspectual markers (perfective aspect (completion); experiential aspect (past experience); durative aspect (continual, not completed))

· Boundedness (special aspectual function)

· Context-dependent (the situation in which language is used)

· Co-occurrence (appearing at the same time)

· Distributional gaps

· Event sequence

· Grammaticalization

· Inchoative/Change of state

· LE (sentential particle LE; verbal (suffix) –LE)

· Modality (modal; mood particles) (pg. 10)

· Morphemes (parts of words)

· Obligatoriness (requirements of words in certain situations)

· Perfective/imperfective

· Replacibility (a word can be substituted by another)

· Saussurian (the idea of the connection between language and context.)

· Semantic/semantics (meaning)

· Situation types

· TAM (tense and modality)
· Tense (absolute tense; relative tense)

· V1+V2

· Verb phrase

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER WHILE READING
1. What has been previously been assumed about aspectual markers in Chinese?  What ideas does the author propose that is different?
2. What are the various aspectual markers that the author discusses?  What conclusions does the author reach in general about these words? (pg. 3)
3. What is the “truism” about –le in discussions about Chinese grammar?  What does the author suggest about this proposed “truism”?  What are the examples given? (pg.8) 
4. What concerns does the author have about the ideas of Shi and Ross? (pg. 9)
5. What examples does the author first give that show LE in non-aspectual functions? (pg. 11)
6. What examples of distributional gaps does the author provide? (pg. 12)
7. What does the replacibility of LE with DIAO suggest? (pg. 13)
8. When can LE co-occur with negation, modals, and imperatives? (pg. 14)
9. How does the author summarize LE, GUO, and ZHE in terms of their co-occurrence restrictions? (pg. 16)

10. What are some examples of situation type restrictions? (pg. 18-21)
11. What does the following sentence mean: “When a situation is bounded, the anteriority marking yields a perfectivity interpretation; but when it is unbounded, an inchoative reading is obtained.” (pg.22)
12. What are the characteristics of a bounded event? What data does the author show to clarify boundedness and the use of aspectual particles? (pg. 22-25)
13. What are the possible co-occurrences of aspectual particles, and what are the restrictions on their co-occurences? (pg. 25-33)
14. How do replacement tests clarify the functions of aspectual particles? (pg. 33-35)

15. What are the differences between grammaticalized words and verbal complements (which are not truly grammaticalized and are similar to regular, non-grammatical words)? (pg. 36-39)
16. How does the author summarize the various types of LE, GUO, and ZHE?  (pg. 39-42)
