
Words Spoken but Seldom Seen


aitch (the letter h)
antsy

au contraire

bog(e)yman

boysenberry

capiche

chalk it up

chock-full

cinch

crepe paper

cue (the letter q)
cul-de-sac

breeches

Briton

chamois cloth

chop suey

dawdle

déjà vu

doable

Dreidel

duct tape

eke

en garde

en masse

en route

fiancé (male)

fiancée (female)

Filipino

faux pas

fracas

gesundheit
gigolo

goatee

gyp

hawk up (phlegm)

heyday

hors d’oeuvre

jinx

jury-rig (but jerry-build)

kahones
kaput(t)
last rites

leery

memento

mosey

mother lode

muumuu

papier-mâché
pease-porridge hot

(pet) peeve

per se

pique (one’s interest)

phony

posse

queue

raring

rehearse

renege
rote (memorization)

sauté

sayonara
schmo(e)(s)

scaredy-cat

shoo-in

sleight of hand

slough (recently also as sluff)
smidgen (smidgeon, smidgin, smidge)

soufflé
spiel

tochus (tuchus, tuchas), (on the internet: tuches, tuchis, tochis, tokhes, tucchus)

toucan

touché
traipse

u-ey (also as u-ie or u-ee)

victuals
voilà

waive

whet (one’s appetite)

wildebeest

wrought iron

wye (the letter y)
“entertaining” words

brouhaha

cockamamie
hullabaloo

knickknack

lackadaisical

malarkey
nincompoop

per(s)nickety

rigmarole

shebang

shenanigan

skedaddle

smithereens

smorgasbord

tchotchke (a trinket)
thingamabob

thingamajig
vamoose

varmint

whatchamacallit
ulterior motives, not alterior motives
bogey (bogie, bogy) = boogie man

champing, not chomping, at the bit

blind man’s buff, not bluff

for all intents and purposes, not for all intensive purposes
good riddance

make ends meet

stamping, not stomping, ground

up and at ‘em

contretemps

faugh is pronounced as “a forcefully articulated p-sound or a forceful trilling of the lips; often pronounced” as foe
