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Preface


The English Language is anything but homogeneous.  It is a vast mélange of cultures, contrasting beliefs, manifold ethnicities, governmental systems, and social traditions.  It espouses a kaleidoscope of thoughts and ideas—from the longings of paupers to the extravagances of royalty.  English has proven a language of great variation and changeability, and reflecting its rich cultural diversity, it has constantly sought to assimilate novelty into its halls and corridors.


But such fecundity does not come without its due consequences.  As a direct result of English’ rapacity for words, it has come to provide harbor to hosts of internal inconsistencies and anomalies.  Whereas this thesis does not intend to be comprehensive, it does seek to demonstrate the dimensions of the inconsistencies and anomalies replete throughout the English Language.


Following are some conventions used throughout this thesis.  First, thesis, lowercase, refers to this work as a whole whereas Thesis, capitalized, will refer to each of the 95 Theses contained in this thesis.  Moreover, Thesis is most often followed by the number of a particular Thesis, as a reference.  Second, citations will be made by superscripted numbers, and lists of works cited can be found at the end of Parts 1 & 2 and after each of Sections 1-15.  Thirdly, at the very end of this thesis, in Part 5, one will find a Glossary of Selected Terms relating to linguistics and grammar that may be unfamiliar to the reader.  Fourthly, English refers to all the many varieties of the English language whereas US English, the few times that it appears, refers specifically to those varieties found within the United States of America.  Finally, MW refers to Merriam-Webster: Authority & Innovation, version 2.5 (2000), a computer program containing Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate and Unabridged Dictionaries and Merriam-Webster’s Thesaurus, and OED refers to the Oxford English Dictionary, version 3.0 (2002), on CD-ROM.  Both of these programs have searching capabilities; therefore, when a list is presented with MW or OED as the source, the searching capabilities were used to assemble it.
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