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Don’t be churched; rather, be in love with the Church because:

I. Church, among the New Testament believers, was the place to be.  It was beyond question that they were to be an active part of the local body of believers.

II. Church isn’t something to do but a body to be cherished, and bodies are always meant to be whole.  Christ doesn’t want a segmented bride, and God never made provisions for us to be renegade Christians.

III. Church is a family.  Each member has a responsibility to all others.  Although Christianity is a personal relationship, we are accountable to the rest of the body to ensure that the relationships of our fellow believers are strong.  

IV. The organized Church is always better than unorganized/disorganized Church.  The unorganized/disorganized Church doesn’t get anything done.

V. Church is less of a group of hypocrites than any other social group around.

a. some of these hypocrites provide avenues for witnessing.

b. you are responsible to encourage and edify other believers into a deeper walk with God through your words and lifestyle.

c. the local churches are where virtually all those who are actively seeking God will be found.

VI. Church is a place where we can praise God in song corporately—we’ll be doing it for eternity, we might as well get used to it.

VII. Church members are unified in purpose: working out the holy life that God requires as well as ministering and witnessing to a world of needy souls.

VIII. Church members are unified in identity: one faith, one love, one hope, one baptism, one Spirit, one Savior, one Father, etc.

IX. The Church—past and present—gives us insight into passages of Scripture as well as gives us guidelines to interpret the Bible.

X. We are to experience the ordinances/sacraments of communion and baptism in the context of the Church.

XI. Jesus founded the Church, making Church God’s idea and not man’s.  God knows the inability to live the Christian life in isolation.

XII. God loves it extravagantly, and, if we don’t love it as God loves it, we question God’s wisdom in loving the Church as He does.
