Abridged words by means of apocope, syncope, or aphaeresis

(http://www.sciencedaily.com/encyclopedia/apocopation) + many more
abs, abdominal muscles
ad, advertisement

ad lib, ad libitum (L.)

ag, agriculture 

aide, aide-de-camp (Fr. Camp assistant)
ammo, ammunition

amp, amplifier 

animatronic, audio-animatronic

auto, automobile 

barbie, barbecue 

bass, contrabass (double bass)

battleship, line-of-battle ship

bellhop, bell-hopper

biz, business (big/show biz)

bike, bicycle 

bio, biology or biography 

Birks, Birkenstocks 

blog, weblog 

bologna, bologna sausage

bookie, bookkeeper 
bop, bebop
bot, robot 

boulder, boulder stone

bra, brassiere 

bro, brother 

bronc, bronco

burger, hamburger 

bus, omnibus

butt, buttocks 
by(e), goodbye
capo, capotasto

caps, capitals
cat 5, category 5 (hurricane)
‘cause, because 

cello, violincello

cellphone, cellular phone
champ, champion

chef, chef de cuisine (French)
chem, chemistry 

chemo, chemotherapy 

chimp, chimpanzee 
chow, chowchow
cinema, cinematograph

coax, coaxial

coed, coeducational student

coke, cocaine 

Coke, Coca-Cola 

combo, combination 

comfy, comfortable

Commie, Communist 
comp, complimentary or accompany

compo, composition
con, convict 

condo, condominium 

congrats, congratulations
contra, contrarrevolucionario (Am. Sp.)
co-op, cooperative
cop, copper (police officer)
croc, crocodile
curio, curiosity
cuz, cousin

cyber, cybersex 

cyborg, cybernetic organism 

decaf, decaffeinated 

decal, decalcomania

deco, decoration (as in art deco)

defrag, defragment

deli, delicatessen 

delish, delicious 

demo, demonstration 

detox, detoxification 

dibs, dibstones (the game of jacks)

dino, dinosaur 

dipso, dipsomaniac

dis, disrespect 

disco, discotheque 

do, hairdo

doc, doctor 

dorm, dormitory 
drawing room, withdrawing room

dynamo, dynamoelectric machine
ed, education 

emo, emotional 

ex, ex-b/f, g/f, wife, husband, etc.
exam, examination 
exec, executive
fan, fanatic 

fax, facsimile

fess, confess

flu, influenza 

‘fore, beware before

frank, frankfurter 

fridge, refrigerator 

fries, French fries 

‘fro, Afro 

gas, gasoline 

gator, alligator 

Gen X, Generation X 

gig, gigabyte 
glen plaid, glenurquhart plaid
glutes, gluteus maximus 

goalie, goalkeeper 

go fig, go figure 

grad, graduate (or graduation, as in grad night) 

granny, grandmother

graph, graphic formula

gym, gymnasium 
Halloween, All Hallow Even (All Saint’s Eve)
hankie, handkerchief 

hash, hashish 

hetero, heterosexual 

hi-fi, high fidelity 

hippo, hippopotamus
hobby, hobbyhorse 

home ec, home economics 

homo, homosexual 

hun, honey

hydro, hydropower

hyper, hyperactive

inc, incorporated 

info, information

infra dig, infra dignitatem (Latin) 

intel, intelligence

intercom, intercommunication system

intro, introduction 

Jap, Japanese (person)
jean, jean fustian 

kilo, kilogram 

klepto, kleptomaniac 

knick(er)s, knickerbockers

kook, cuckoo

lab, laboratory 

lats, latissimus dorsi

lib, liberation (as in women’s lib) 

limo, limousine 

lit, literature 

loony, lunatic

lube, lubricating oil
ma, mama

mac, macaroni or Macintosh 

macro, macroinstruction

mag, magazine 
marlin, marlinspike
math (US) or maths (Br), mathematics 

max, maximum 

mayo, mayonnaise 

med school, medical school
meds, medications
meg, megabyte 

memo, memorandum

meth, methamphetamine 
metro, metropolitan or metrosexual
mike (or mic), microphone or microgram 
mil, million

miss, mistress
mitt, mitten

mod, modern

mom, mother

mono, mononucleosis 

morph, metamorphose

mutt, muttonhead

‘n’, and

narc, narcotics agent 

neocon, neoconservative 

nuke, nuclear weapon 

nympho, nymphomaniac 
o’, of

oleo, oleomargarine

op, optical or operation or opportunity 

op-ed, opinion editorial
osmosis, endosmosis 

pa, papa

pan, panorama (a video while panning)

pants, pantaloons 

pecs, pectorals 

pep, pepper (enthusiasm)

perk, perquisite

perm, permanent wave 

perp, perpetrator

perv, pervert 

phone, telephone 

photo, photograph 
phys ed, physical education 

piano, pianoforte (Italian) 

pic, (digital) picture (pix, plural)
plane, airplane 

Pokémon, Pocket Monster (Japanese) 

pol, politician
polio, poliomyelitis 

pop, popular (as in pop culture)
possum, opossum 

pram, perambulator (baby carriage) 

prep, prepare, preparatory, or preparation
pres (or prez), president 

pro, professional 

prof, professor 

prom, promenade 

promo, promotion 

prop, propeller
psych, psychology or psychoanalyze
psycho, psychopath 

pup, puppy

pyro, pyromaniac 
quack, quacksalver
quads, quadriceps
rad, radical 

radio, radiotelegraphy
rag, ragtime
rake, rakehell

rec, recreation 

recap, recapitulation

ref, referee 

rehab, rehabilitation 

remote, remote control 
rep, repetition or represent
repo, repossession 

repro, reproduction

retro, retrospective

rev, revolution (a vehicle’s motor)
reverb, reverberation
rhino, rhinoceros 
sarge, sergeant

sax, saxophone 

schizo, schizophrenic 

sci-fi, science fiction 

Scottie, Scottish Terrier 

scram, scramble

sec, second 

Semper Fi!, Semper Fidelis 

shake, milkshake 

‘shrooms, (hallucinogenic) mushrooms 

sim, simulation (sim city)
sis, sister
sitcom, situation comedy 

skeeter, mosquito

sleuth, sleuthhound

slow-mo, slow motion 

soc, social security number

spaz, spasm 

specs, spectacles or specifications
sperm, spermatozoon
sperm whale, spermaceti whale
staph, staphylococcus

stat, statim (Latin for immediately) 

stats, statistics 

strep, streptococcus 

strobe, stroboscope

sub, submarine or substitute
sync (or synch), synchronization 

synth, synthesizer 

tarp, tarpaulin 

tater, potato

taxi (or taxicab), taximeter cabriolet
tech, technology 

techie, technician

teen, teenager 

Tex-Mex, Texan-Mexican 

thou, thousand

trig, trigonometry 

trike, tricycle 

tux, tuxedo 

typo, typographical error 

van, caravan

veep, VP, vice-president 

veg out, vegetate

veggies, vegetables 

vet, veterinarian or veteran 

vibes, vibrations
vocab, vocabulary

whim, whim-wham
wi-fi, wireless fidelity (WLAN)
wiener, wienerwurst

wig, periwig
zoo, zoological garden
camcorder, camera recorder

motocross, motorcycle cross-country

smog, smoke and fog
sitcom, situation comedy

syncope, loss of one or more sounds or letters in a word

apocope, loss of one or more sounds at the end of a word

aphaeresis, loss of one or more sounds at the beginning of a word

aphesis, aphaeresis where the sound lost was a short, unaccented vowel

initialism, an acronym formed by first letters

acronyms:

radio – radio detecting and ranging

scuba – self-contained underwater breathing apparatus

laser – light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation
buck, buckhorn knife (the buck stops here; pass the buck)
uncool abridged words
admit, admission

reveal, revelation

invite, invitation

install, installation

karaoke

Nazi

Etc.
