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Rejoice!

The second fruit of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22, joy (chara, χαρα) is a distinguishing feature of Christians that is almost entirely absent nowadays.  Why?
Show me a Christian who is not joyful, and I will show you a Christian who is frustrated, depressed, declining in his or her walk with God, and stymied in his or her faith in Christ.

A Christian in sin cannot experience the joy of the Spirit that God desires for us.

chairo (χαίρω)
1) to rejoice, be glad

2) to rejoice exceedingly

3) to be well, thrive

4) in salutations, hail!

	1Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.

What are the characteristics of joy in the Lord and all other joy?
eternal, unfading, confident, God-uplifting, consuming, fulfilling, constant
 2Watch out for those dogs, those men who do (and teach) evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 3For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory (boast) in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4though I myself have reasons for such confidence.

      If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.
 7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.
10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Read passage from Orthodoxy.
*          *          *
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
	Some make a distinction b/t joy and happiness, but having either joy or happiness in the Lord is what counts.

Christians are taught to be joyful but any joy not in the Lord is comparatively shallow.

How and for what reasons should we rejoice in God? God is good, sins are forgiven, we’re God’s children, the Holy Spirit lives in us, Jesus loves us, spiritual gifts, we know God…

We should frame things w/ respect to God.

…so maybe you’ve heard this before…
Repetition is the mother of retention and, in some instances, application…in that it becomes habitual.
We must guard ourselves in our faith.
Often the Jews would call the Gentiles dogs, but here we have a reversal.

Note the contrast between boasting in Christ and boasting in the flesh

Sarx here is translated “flesh” and connotes being sinful

We often find joy in our works rather than in the completed work of Christ.

Paul’s impressive résumé, both in his breed and his accomplishments.

I find myself glorying in my talents and accomplishments: salutatorian in high school, 4.0 GPA in college, among the top in my med class…but for what?

In what or whom do you find your joy?
     *disappointment is one of the most consistent keys to finding the answer
Joy in the Lord comes with dependence on Him and independence from pride.

A prideful Christian is one who has forgotten his utter inability.

One of the greatest causes for depression is insufficiency whereas it should be cause for great joy.
Glory in your insufficiency that God’s sufficiency might be magnified.

Have you ever seen The Apprentice?
This is the language of corporate America, gains & losses: the Gk word for “loss” here connotes damage (Acts 27:10).

In what way are these damaging? they compete with God, God’s work & inspire joy in them apart from God.
Everything is a detriment compared to the “surpassing greatness of knowing God through Christ Jesus”, which is the same idea as Jesus saying, “Unless you hate your own life…”

What have we lost in coming to Christ?
What does it mean to know Christ?
intimate knowledge

orthopraxy: Christianity for the Christian is equally about practice & orthodoxy
rubbish is the stuff thrown to the dogs—contemptible
Is Paul saying that he is earning Christ?  …that I may [be so privileged as to] gain [or be indwelt by] Christ…

Would someone like to explain what this means?
We are unrighteous, but, through faith in Christ, we can access righteousness whose author is God.

God’s righteousness infuses its recipients with joy.

I want to know (experience) “Christ,” not Christianity, being good, doctrine, etc.

Consider that Christ isn’t synonymous with Christianity.
How do we get to know “power”?
I assume that Paul, here, wants things that contribute to his sense of joy (a righteous desire enhances righteous attributes, viz. fruit of the Spirit).

Although it makes sense that Christ and His power should confer joy, how does sharing with Christ in sufferings contribute to joy?
How do we become like Christ in His death?
What tone do you read in v. 11?  longing, seeking, striving
What does Paul mean by “somehow” (if by any means) if he knows that he is righteous before God?
Paul, knowing that he is justified by faith, works toward gaining Christ as though it were by his own merit.  Although we can’t merit Christ, if we lived as though we could, wouldn’t we live so much differently?  Wouldn’t we live the lives that God desires of us?
…the joy of the Lord is my strength…

*          *          *
The common teaching of only emphasizing salvation by faith alone divorces what God has wed: namely, being saved and striving after Him.

Our teaching must never end where God continues.

1 Cor. 9:24-27



“Man is more himself, man is more manlike, when joy is the fundamental thing in him, and grief the superficial.  Melancholy should be an innocent interlude, a tender and fugitive frame of mind; praise should be the permanent pulsation of the soul.  Pessimism is at best an emotional half-holiday; joy is the uproarious labor by which all things live….The tremendous figure which fills the Gospels towers in this respect, as in every other, above all the thinkers who ever thought themselves tall….Yet He restrained something.  I say it with reverence; there was in that shattering personality a thread that must be called shyness (reservation, seclusion).  There was something that He hid from all men when He went up on a mountain to pray.  There was something that He covered constantly by abrupt silence or [impulsive] isolation.  There was some one thing that was too great for God to show us when He walked upon our earth; and I have sometimes fancied that it was His mirth.”
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in having heard the gospel, Acts 13:48

in our salvation, Acts 8:39

our names are written in heaven, Lk. 10:20
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