Ephesians 1:15-23

July 31, 2005
Paul’s Prayers for Believers: My Prayers for the Class

(from last week, NASB) 13In Him, you also [believed], after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
	​​15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 
16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 
17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
	For what reason? That they believe (cf. vv. 13, 14)
“I heard about you”

What do people hear about you?
“your faith”

Is your faith yours or is it your parents’?
“love for all the saints”

How much time do you spend ministering to, encouraging, praying for, etc. one another?
Faith and love are hallmarks of Christianity

Consider that Paul heard about them from his sources.  Faith and love are intangible, but they will be seen.

Praying for someone is a sign of love for them.
We may often pray for physical things for ourselves, but here Paul is praying spiritual things for others.
What are some things that we won’t stop doing?
I doubt prayer makes it on this list.

In order to thank God for someone, we first must be praying.
1. Be genuinely thankful for people, 2. Thank God for people, 3. Let those people know that you’re thankful for them.

“keep asking” implies a persistence in prayer.

Consider the parable of the persistent widow.

“spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge [or discernment or recognition] of Him”
What good is it to have a spirit of wisdom, one that knows and recognizes God?  (James 1:5)
Threefold enlightenment:
1. “that you may know the hope to which He has called you” meaning the hope of glory

2. “the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints”

a. Not the inheritance (that’s 1. above) but the riches of it, the abundance of it

b. The riches are in you…as our car manual

3. “his incomparably great power for us who believe” in that His power is for believers

What application is there in knowing that God has given the same power that raised Jesus from the grave to us in the form of His Spirit?

What application is there in knowing that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is sovereign?
What does it mean to say that the church is “the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way”?

Have you ever watched the scene in Austin Powers where Dr. Evil says to Minime, “You complete me”?

What good is a head without a body?  What good is a kingdom without a king?  Can a man be a groom without having his bride?

Christ fills the world by means of the Church.

If we are not a unified body, a body that loves one another, working together, we have effectively frustrated the working of Christ in the world.  We are working against Him who has caused us, believers, to be the fullness of Christ.


I want to leave you with a few things, things for which I pray on your behalves.

1. I pray that our study of Scripture each Sunday has awakened in you a sense that the Bible is alive, that it is the living and active Word that it claims to be.

2. I pray that you would have a thriving prayer life, a powerful one full of faith.

3. I pray that you would come to know and love God most intimately.

4. I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. (Philemon 1:6)

5. I pray that you would come to cherish one another in this class and the entire body of believers, which is the fullness of Christ who fills everything in every way.

