I admit that I’ve had trouble in trying to identify my audience in here.  One moment, I want to assume that you’re all healthy Christians, and I’m the one cheering you on to live the Christian life with vigor and with passion.  The next moment, I consider that most of you are in a spiritual stupor, and I need to wake you up with warnings and a sense of urgency.  And I have straddled the two and done both, because I imagine there are those in here who fall into both camps.

I can’t make you do anything for God.  I’ve taught lessons on

· honoring your parents,

· obeying the law,

· avoiding every hint of sexual immorality,
· caring for and loving fellow class members,
· not neglecting the Bible but instead loving it wholeheartedly,

· praying without ceasing,

· learning to be the mouthpiece of God even though we are “youths” as was Jeremiah,

· caring for the needy as God cares for us,

· being grateful…
And with respect to each of these, we have three options: We are obedient, obstinate, or oblivious (see chart).
The most important lesson of those I have taught—in my estimation—we had just a few weeks ago, and that was on loving God and loving others.  God loves you most extravagantly, most abundantly.  O the mighty love of God that bounds from heaven above that drenches us in a heavenly torrent.  I beg you all: Love God in return.  If you capture this, you have captured it all.

If you [still] think that being a Christian means “going to church,” then your Christianity is not the Christianity of the Bible but Satan’s Christianity.  Not that it’s Satan’s creation or that he made it, but—as Satan is accustomed to doing—he took that which was God’s, something beautiful, something wonderful, something fulfilling, exciting, out of this world, and removed from it the one element that made it all of these.  He removed God.  He took true religion, intimacy with God, purity before Him, and a drive to love and serve others, and reduced it to rituals, and it he served it back to those who wanted a form of God but not the commitment, a form of godliness devoid of the presence of God and all those pesky “thou shalt nots”.
I have said it repeatedly but only as a safeguard to you: these years are among the most formative years in your lives.  If you have not chosen to follow hard after God during these years of your lives, you might as well consign yourself to a practically godless rest of your life.  If you’re not in the Word daily, you may as well consider that the Bible is not going to be your guide throughout the tortuous road of life.  If you haven’t found prayer invigorating yet, then, barring a tragedy, you won’t know what prayer is until it’s too late.
