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Love the Lord your God
Why did you come to church today?  Sunday school?
· Out of obligation

· Because you knew that you should go

· Because you knew that going to church is the “right thing to do”

· To avoid a sense of guilt if you didn’t come

· Parents wanted you to go

What is the strongest, most consistent motivator to get someone to do something you ask of him or her? Love (men have walked on coals, stepped through the flames, slain dragons, and lassoed the moon for love)  Cinderalla
How do you get someone to love you? By being lovable, by loving Rom. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:9, 10, 19
Complete this sentence: To love God is to…obey His commands. 1 Jn. 5:3-5
The OT stresses fear as a motivating factor for serving God. Prov. 9:10; 8:13; 14:27
The NT expounds love as the greatest of all motivators for serving God. 1 Jn. 4:18
Mark 12:28-31
28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
We will find no verses more pointed, more telling, more powerful, or more foundational that these when referring to God’s commandments.

· Panning for gold, no gold purer

· Sifting sand and earth for diamonds, no diamond rarer or more brilliant

· Distilling water from a spring, no water purer

The teacher of the law asked, “Which is the most important?” yet Jesus—who never let the question limit His response— responded with two, neither being one of the Ten.  Why did He offer two answers instead of one? Although the 2nd rests on the 1st and cannot exist without the 1st, the 1st is incomplete without the 2nd.  Further still, the 2nd gives us a gauge whereby to measure our compliance with the 1st.
Revisiting the question I asked when I started the lesson, “Why are you here today?”  I expand the question, “Why do you pray?” “Why do you read your Bible?” “Why do you go to the Cross?”

If you answer with anything other than, “I do it because I truly love God,” then you have missed it all, you’ve missed the big picture, you’ve missed the greatest and most valuable goal in life in pursuit of lesser, more paltry goals.  You miss the very heart of God.  We’re aiming at His hand (punishment), head (knowledge), foot (presence), etc.

The Four (or Three) Dimensions of Love
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Love is usually considered an emotion; however, although emotion is integral to love, love does not consist wholly of emotion.  We begin with this, most obvious understanding of love, “Love…God with all your heart.”

Describe what a person would look like, act like, talk like if he or she loved a person with all his or her heart. Crazy things (pepe le pew, fairytales)
…loved God?

What does it mean to love God with our souls?  To center our lives on Him as He is our raison d’être.

How can we love God with our minds?
· Have fond thoughts of Him

· Think, “I love You, God”

· Have thoughts of gratitude

· Have thoughts of praise and adoration

· Proactively (Without being told) and creatively think of ways to please Him

· Make (every) thought captive to Jesus

How do you love God with all our minds?  Does it mean that every thought that I have must be about God?  Think about it differently; dwelling on it.  It’s a positive command, so its aim is toward having loving thoughts toward God, but it also implies having no thoughts antagonistic toward God.

Describe what a person would look like, act like, talk like if he or she loved God with all his or her strength.  ministry
It’s often that we focus on one or two of these four while neglecting the others.

Now that we’ve all resolved to love God, we come to the grit of aligning our hearts, minds, souls, and strength with our resolutions, the putting it into practice.

1 Jn. 3:16-18; 4:11, 12, 19-21
We love ourselves.  We dress ourselves, feed ourselves, and make sure that we’re taken care of.  We want to wear the nicer, new clothes, drive the nicer cars, live in the nicer houses, yet we give away “hand-me-downs.”
We go to great lengths to cover up and down play our own mistakes in front of others.  We give ourselves the benefit of the doubt.  We try to save face and make ourselves look good.
