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Commandments 8-10

Commandment 8

Deuteronomy 5:19

You shall not steal.

Stealing is taking something that does not rightfully belong to oneself (implying a sense of ownership).

Stealing includes not paying someone in full for some item purchased or service done.
How is stealing a sin?
It comes out of a heart feeling it deserves or needs more.

It bypasses the work that God values.
Stealing violates someone else’s rightful ownership.

It betrays a lack of love toward person from whom stuff has been stolen.

Why would someone steal?  It’s easier than working for something.

You can steal so many things, some tangible and others intangible, and many of the things that can be stolen may never be found out.  Stealing is stealing even if the person from whom you have stolen never realizes that something has been stolen.  Whether the person finds out does not aggravate the offense in God’s sight.
What can be stolen from people?
· Belongings, money

· At work: time, the work that you owe your employer, pens, “hooking up” a friend
· Burning illegal copies of CDs, DVDs, computer programs…illegal access to websites
· Deserved dignity, respect (parents, authority figures), love

· Their very life
What can be stolen from God?
· God’s rightful glory
· His tithes and our offerings
· Love and devotion from us (heart, mind, body, and soul)

How do we right the wrong of stealing?  Restitution (Ex. 22:1-4), Zaccheus
Commandment 9
Deuteronomy 5:20
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What is giving false testimony against your neighbor?  To bear means both to entertain or pay attention to as well as to testify oneself.  

Not standing up for your neighbor when he is being slandered makes you guilty.
How is giving false testimony against your neighbor a sin?

It’s lying about someone to someone else.

It deceives your hearer.

It damages the reputation of your neighbor

It is slander
Give examples of where we are prone to give false testimony against our neighbor?

About our boss, parents, acquaintances that have rubbed us the wrong way

Commandment 10
Deuteronomy 5:21

You shall not covet (desire, take delight in) your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire on (wish for) your neighbor’s house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

What is envying?  Desiring what belongs to another

But I can want things…when does it become envy?
What is wrong with envying?
It marks cold-hearted worldliness.

It is an undisciplined and selfish desire that threatens the basic rights of others.
Distinguish between coveting and envy.
