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3rd Commandment: God’s Holy Name
Illustration 1: Consider two identical cars, the only thing distinguishing them being the emblems.  One of them has Lexus emblems on the steering wheel and on the rear of the car.  The other has Kia emblems.  Would the cars sell for the same price?  Why? What about two identical shoes: one has a converse logo, the other has a Nike swoosh.  Which one sells for more?

Illustration 2: Let’s say you go to Washington D.C. and purchase a pair of sunglasses that have the Oakley logo on them for $5.  Why were they only $5 and a pair of Oakleys in the department store over $100?

We are a name-conscious society (Donald Trump, P. Diddy, Bill Gates).  Shakespeare penned, “Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

What is the value of a name?
Ex. 20:7

(NIV) You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
 (Amplified) You shall not use or repeat the name of the Lord your God in vain [that is, lightly or frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely]; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

Psalm 16:2 – Why does the word Lord appear in small caps in the Old Testament at times, but the word Lord appears with only the l capitalized at other times in the Old Testament?  (The NT only has Lord.)
The word Lord, written in small caps, is given by four Hebrew letters, transliterated as YHWH or JHVH (whence we get Yahweh and Jehovah).

What does “the name of the Lord your God” refer to?  Give some examples.
Exodus 3:14, 15 – God said to Moses, “I am who I am.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has sent me to you.’  This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.”
*Lord sounds like I am.  
2 Chronicles 7:14 – if my people, who are called by my name, will…
The KJV word “take,” not rendered in the NIV, means “to take up, to lift up, to raise, or to bear,” not merely “to utter.”
How do you read “misuse” or “in vain”?  emptily, purposelessly, evilly, falsely, ruinously, with guile

*go over handout

For a godless society, we have a number of phrases referring to God.  Why?  because Satan knows that “the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain.”
Whereas God is not specific how we will be punished for using His name in vain, we know that God will personally avenge those who have misused His name.
Rom. 10:13 (all who calls on the name of the Lord…); Colossians 3:17 (…do all in the name of the Lord Jesus); Matt. 6:9 (…hallowed by your name…)
4th Commandment: God’s Holy Sabbath
Exodus 20:8-11

8Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
Deuteronomy 5:12-15

12Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.
The word Sabbath (Shabbath) means “intermission” as in rest from work, which implies that the other six days you are to work. 

What was the purpose of the Sabbath?  As a sign between God and His people (Ex. 31:13-16 – the penalty of not observing the Sabbath was death) and as a reward for six days of labor (Mk. 2:27 – physical and mental but never spiritual laxity)
· The Pharisees accused Jesus most about His not observing the Sabbath as they considered that He ought to: disciples picked grain to eat (Mt. 12:1), healing shriveled hand (Mt. 12:10), healing crippled woman (Lk. 13:10), healing crippled man who picked up his mat (Jn. 5:8), restoring sight to blind (Jn. 9:13)

· Pharisees even told the people to be healed on the six non-Sabbath days, (Lk. 13:14), Pharisees followed Him to see whether He’d heal on the Sabbath (Mk. 3:2), Jews persecuted Him because He healed on the Sabbath (Jn. 5:16), they tried to kill Him, in part, because He didn’t keep the Sabbath (Jn. 5:18)

· Yet the Priests work on the Sabbath and so desecrate it (Mt. 12:5), they circumcise their children on the Sabbath (Jn. 7:22, 23), pull their son (donkey) or ox out of a pit (Lk. 14:5), and untie their ox and donkey to lead them to water (Lk. 13:15)
“Observe the Sabbath by making it holy.”  We often think that “to make holy” means “to be righteous.”  Distinguish between making a day holy and being righteous on a day. 
How do we make a Sabbath, a time of rest a Sabbath to God?
To what degree are we still to observe the Sabbath?
