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Commandments 1 & 2: Worship God Alone
Delimiting the Ten Commandments:
· Protestants (except the Lutherans), the Greek Orthodox Church, and a number of early Church Fathers accept the commandment divisions present in the NIV—the divisions with which we’re familiar.
· Augustine considered “having no foreign gods” and “making no idols” the same commandment.  He divided our tenth commandment into two: coveting a neighbor’s house as one and coveting a neighbor’s wife and (other?) property as another.  Roman Catholics and Lutherans accept these divisions today.

· Jews in the early years AD (which has carried on to today) considered the phrase “I am the Lord your God…” as the first “word.”  Like Augustine (although centuries before Augustine), they combined “no foreign gods” and “no idols.”  Thus, their third through tenth “words” are the same as our commandments.
Grouping the Ten Commandments:
· Although many Jewish scholars believe that there were five “words” on one tablet and five on the other, most modern Protestant scholars believe that there were four on one tablet and six on the other (Catholics and Lutherans say three and seven, but given the demarcation of their commands, this works out the same.)  This puts all of our duties to God on one and our duties to man on the other.  Also, this parallels Jesus’ condensation of the two greatest commandments.
Exodus 19:16-24
     16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled (earthquake) violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.
     20 The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the Lord said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break out against them.” 

     23 Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ “ 

     24 The Lord replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out against them.” 

When He wants to make a point, He often punctuates it with nature.  What point is God trying to make here? (16-19)  Why does He use nature?  He is the God of nature.
What does it mean for God to “break out against” the people? (22, 24)
Deuteronomy 5: 1-10
	1 Moses summoned all Israel and said: 
      Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. 2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3 It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 4 The Lord spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 5 (At that time I stood between the Lord and you to declare to you the word of the Lord, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And he said: 
    6 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
I am, He is the Lord, our God (identity), freed us (We don’t value freedom enough; if we did, we’d witness fervently.)
    7 “You shall have no other gods before me [as though to continue, “because I am the one, true God and there is none besides me.”]
    8 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
	Not simply the priests: all are bound.

“Shema Yisrael”
The sequence is: God decrees, we declare

How well do we declare (display, last week) the decrees of God? (not just don’t drink, dance, smoke but the spirit)
We are to teach God’s laws clearly.  If we don’t, others will and distortedly so.
Every OT covenant is a shadow of Christ.  What in verses 3-5 foreshadows Christ?  God made covenant with us directly, spoke to us “face to face” w/ cloven tongues of fire, sermon on the mount, Jesus stands between the Father and us

God spoke this to the people, which sets the Decalogue apart from other laws.
Cf. Exodus 20:18-20
First of ten “words” according to Jews.

If the Decalogue were a sheet of paper hanging on a wall, this would be the staple that holds the sheet from falling.

Why ought we to obey the Lord’s following commands, as gleaned from this verse?

This is directly against polytheism.

What does “before me” mean?  In my sight or before my eyes, not at a place of higher honor than I.

If there is any person (including yourself), activity (watching a certain TV show), game (video game), or interest that you “worship,” then take a huge step back to reorient or remove yourself from it.
Jealousy is not inherently sinful.  What distinguishes godly jealousy from sinful jealousy? (2 Cor. 11:2)




These verses (vv. 9 and 10) deal with the ruin of families due to familial sin (“the sins of Jeroboam”: 2 Kgs. 3:3 [Joram], 10:29 [Jehu], 13:2 [Jehoahaz], 13:11 [Jehoash], et al.).

“third and forth generations” refer to grandchildren and great grandchildren, those who would be directly influenced by the individual.

God need not punish by implementing a negative stimulus but by removing or withholding positive stimuli (blessings)

Another interpretation is that God is patient with the sinful, but He will not bear with a rebellious people for more than four generations until He “breaks out against” them.

We’re not dealing with this to determine whether God is just, but for application: Our sinfulness and obedience affect our children and our children’s children.
(Say God did punish a generation because the preceding generation was wicked, it is not as though the next generations receiving punishment are innocent.)

