The Shema (Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21; Num. 15:37-41)
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Display the Commands of God: Literally and Figuratively
List the Ten Commandments. (no other gods, no idols, Lord’s name, Sabbath, honor parents, murder, adultery, steal, false witness, covet)
Where are they found in the Bible? (Ex. 20 & Deut. 5)
Today, we study the Shema, which includes three passages of Scripture repeated twice every day by devout Jews.

Deuteronomy 6
	    4 Hear, O Israel (shema yisrael): The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 
    7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
The Shema is recited at these times.
Tefillin /tē-‘fi-lən/ (not-so-respectfully called by the word of Greek origin: phylacteries) lit. prayers; they contain Ex. 13:1-16; Deut. 6:4-9, 11:13-21
Mezuzah /mə-‘zə-zə/ lit. doorpost; a box containing a scroll affixed to the right doorpost
	The Lord chose to open with “shema yisrael (hear, O Israel).”  Why?

What does calling this prayer “shema” (hear) do to the nature of it?  It makes it a constant call; God is still speaking.
A theological side note: trinity in unity.

God should be a constant delight/pleasure.
Lifestyle: SS is only an hour-long glimpse into what we all ought to be doing every waking hour every day.

Would you call repeating God’s word to children “brainwashing”? What about repeating 1 + 1 = 2? Teach by repetition
What imagery comes to mind when you hear the word “impress”?  signet ring
To impress the correct image, you must be using a tool with the correct shape.

The home should be the primary source of spiritual instruction—not the church, not the schools.

A meager faith exercised around the home breeds meager faith in children.

The exercise of one’s faith outside the home seldom exceeds the exercise of one’s faith inside the home.
Jews take these commands literally, we would be doing well if we would take them seriously.

What is the practical value of talking about the commands of God (vs. reading)?  become conversant on them; come to understand them more fully; always thinking about them; others will hear about them.
…both at home at while away?  a sense of God’s ubiquity—at home and away.
…when you awake and go to sleep? a sense that God never tires.
What is the practical value of tying them on our hands and foreheads?  they’re not easily forgotten b/c they’d get in our way; identifies us as God’s
How can we do this figuratively? Christian t-shirts with Scripture, pens with verse, Christian rings, etc.
What is the practical value of writing them on your doorframes and gates?  A sense of God’s ownership; see them when coming and going; a testimony to all who enter your house; a sign of identification; a blessing (Passover)
People need the commands of God, not catchphrases.


Deuteronomy 11 (following the second giving of the Ten Commandments)
	    13So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul— 14then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and oil.  15I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied.

    16 Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them.  17Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the Lord is giving you.

    18Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  19Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  20Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the Lord swore to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.
	What are the benefits of obeying God’s commands?
14rain sent in its season ( gather new wine and oil

15grass provided for cattle ( we’ll eat and be satisfied

21many days in the land the Lord has given

What are the punishments of not obeying God’s commands?
17The Lord’s anger will smolder ( rains withheld ( no produce ( perish



Numbers 15 (amid miscellaneous commands)
	    37The Lord said to Moses, 38“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel.  39You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.  40Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God.  41I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to be your God.  I am the Lord your God.’”
	Tzitzit /‘tsit-səs/ or /tsēt-sēt/ are tassels on the four corners of the tallit /‘tä-ləs –lət/ (and arba kanfot) worn by Jewish males.  The blessing recited while donning the tallit references “613 commands.”
 Remembering God’s commands is good only insofar as it compels you (or others) to obey them.
How would it change your ability to sin if you had something on your clothes or body to remind you of God’s commands?


Take-home message:
1. Know the commands of God, esp. memorize the Ten Commandments for next week

2. Display the commands of God, which is a great way to learn them yourself and to teach others.  For example, put up posters or signs with Scripture in your room or on your front door or entryway.  Wear Christian t-shirts with Scripture on them.  But never forget why you wear them: that you might recall the commands of God and obey them.  And, others will see them and may learn as well.

