Survey of Lamentations

May 29, 2005

The Weeping Prophet: Why He Wept and Why We Don’t
Lament: (intr.) to mourn aloud: wail and (tr.) to express sorrow, mourning, or regret for often demonstratively: mourn.  It implies a profound or demonstrative expression of sorrow. (several words used in Jeremiah and Lamentations for lamentation: crying, mourning, grieving, eyes welling up with tears, wailing, weeping)
When was the last time that you broken and wept over someone else’s sin or sins?  Your sin or sins?  Have you ever been?
Why does the idea of being broken and weeping over one’s sin seem strange and foreign?  We feel paralyzed if we would admit that we were broken.  We have everything together.  Yet, it is a dangerous thing to feel as though you have it all together.
· God calls us to view sin with a passionate outcry of weeping and mourning.  We have forgotten—or never known—what it means to wail before God and grieve over our sins.
· Comfort naturally elbows out weeping, godly sorrow, remorse, and brokenness.
· We may mourn for: 1) our sins and the punishment that comes as a result, 2) the sins of our saved friends (the greater church), 3) the rebellion of our lost friends, and 4) the waywardness of our country.

Why don’t we repent with demonstrations such as tearing our clothes, sitting in the dust, and fasting?  We don’t understand or appreciate the heinousness of sin.
What is the value of physically demonstrating our penitence before God?
	Lam. 1:1, 2How deserted lies the city once so full of people!  How like a widow is she, who once was great among the nations!  She who was queen among the provinces has now become a slave. 2Bitterly she weeps at night, tears are upon her cheeks.  Among all her lovers there is none to comfort her.   All her friends have betrayed her; they have become her enemies.
	How is a Christian who sins like a widow? A slave?

Who is the “lovers” and “friends” mentioned here? Apply this to a sinning Christian.


	Lam. 1:15, 16”The Lord has rejected all the warriors in my midst; he has summoned an army against me to crush my young men.  In his winepress the Lord has trampled the Virgin Daughter of Judah.  16This is why I weep and my eyes overflow with tears.  No one is near to comfort me, no one to restore my spirit.  My children are destitute because the enemy has prevailed.”
	What are “the warriors in [our] midst”?  How has the Lord rejected them?


Not only are we to lament over others’ sins but over our own as well:
	Lam. 1:20, 21“See, O Lord, how distressed I am!  I am in torment within, and in my heart I am disturbed, for I have been most rebellious.  Outside, the sword bereaves; inside, there is only death.
	How does this passage speak to you?


	Lam. 2:18, 19The hearts of the people cry out to the Lord.  O wall of the Daughter of Zion, let your tears flow like a river day and night; give yourself no relief, your eyes no rest. 19Arise, cry out in the night, as the watches of the night begin; pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord.  Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your children who faint from hunger at the head of every street.
	Near the end of this passage we are given a specific reason that we are to weep.  What does this mean?
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	19I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.  20I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.  21Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  

22Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.  23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  24I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore, I will wait for Him.”
25The LORD is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him; 26it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  27It is good for man to bear the yoke while he is young.

28Let him sit alone in silence for the Lord has laid it on him.  29Let him bury his face in the dust—there may yet be hope.  30Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace.
40Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord.
	A person must understand the depths of his or her need before the consolation of God will mean anything.
How have you experienced the Lord to be your portion?

What does “it is good for man to bear the yoke while he is young” mean?

What can we do to learn this?

May we learn to be emotional when we repent.  (not all emotion, but emotion is often a neglected part…)
With Christ there is always hope.




Like Jeremiah, we should take up a lament for the sin in our lives and, as we do, we will begin to view sin with the same contempt with which God views it.

Cut for time considerations:
	Jer. 9:1, 2Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears!  I would weep day and night for the slain of my people.  2Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging place for travelers, so that I might leave my people and go away from them; for they are all adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people.
	“My people” refers to the Israelites (God’s  elect).  If we were to use the phrase “my people” now, it would mean professing Christians.  How should we leave professing Christians who are adulterers?  Why?


	Jer. 9:17-21This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Consider now!  Call for the wailing of women to come; send for the most skillful of them.  18Let them come quickly and wail over us till our eyes overflow with tears and water streams from our eyelids.  19The sound of wailing is heard from Zion: ‘How ruined we are! How great is our shame! We must leave our land because our houses are in ruins.’  20Now, O women, hear the word of the Lord; open your ears to the words of his mouth.  Teach your daughters how to wail; teach one another a lament.”  21Death has climbed in through our windows and has entered our fortresses; it has cut off the children from the streets and the young men from the public squares.
	The Israelites were being destroyed because of their sin before God.
Why would God call for wailing?


	Jer. 14:17, 18“Speak this word to them: “‘Let my eyes overflow with tears night and day without ceasing; for my virgin daughter—my people—has suffered a grievous wound, a crushing blow.  18If I go into the country, I see those slain by the sword; if I go into the city, I see the ravages of famine.  Both prophet and priest have gone to a land they know not.’”
	How does God “slay us” with the sword and cause us to experience famine?


