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The needy.  List some categories of those who are needy by the world’s standards.
disabled


maimed

blind


infirmed 

retarded
poor

outcasts


dejected

misfits

aliens

sheep w/out a shepherd

downtrodden 


persecuted

widows

fatherless


orphans

elderly mourning

weary

Why does the world avoid, look down upon, or ignore these people?

How do you respond to them?
Why does God take special note of these people?

Woe to the church if it becomes the place for “cool people” to the exclusion of the “needy.”  Woe to the church if it ceases to reach out to and care for these people.

1. God cares for the needy in the Old Testament and in the New.

2. We are all needy before God.

3. We are to align ourselves with God in His work by caring for the needy.
1. God cares for the needy.


What images come to mind when you think of God’s caring for the needy?
Deuteronomy 10:18 – He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing.

Jeremiah 49:11 – Leave your orphans; I will protect their lives.  Your widows too can trust in me. (…and this written to the orphans and widows of the Edomites)
Psalm 146:9 – The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

Luke 4:18, 19b – “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (from Isaiah 61:1, 2b)

Why is Jesus preaching good news specifically “to the poor” and not “to all”?
Luke 6:20 – Looking to his disciples he said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”

Consider the converse: “Those who are rich are not blessed, for theirs is not the kingdom of God.” How true is this?
2. We must realize that we are all needy, especially before God.

In what ways are we needy?
How many of you have ever thanked God for your frailty or neediness that you might know God’s strength? 
Knowing that we are needy should lead us to praise God.  Why?  Those who realize their need find endless strength and comfort in God; those who do not consider themselves needy struggle to make it on their own.
3. God demands that we love and care for the needy.

Given that we are just like those who are less fortunate than we are and who are not saved, how should we respond to them?

Deuteronomy 10:19 – And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. (God is calling us to empathize.)
Luke 14:12-14 – Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
Galatians 2:9, 10 – James, Peter, and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me.  They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.  All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.”

James 1:27 – Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
What we should get out of this lesson?

1. A sense of God’s great, compassionate nature.  We don’t have an elitist God, so we shouldn’t be elitist, ourselves.
2. A realization that we are needy.
3. A burden to care for others who are needy, especially those whom society deems as needy.
